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Six killed, 70 injured
~ conveying Lagos

.Sanwo-Olu declares 3-day mourning, suspends
Gbajabiamila,

The statement by LASEMA
reads: "On arrival of the
agency’s response team at
the scene of the incident, it
was discovered that a gov-

as train crushes bus
State workers

« One of the victims of the accident in the hospital.

Party (POP), Or Abdulh!:x

the victims as well as the gov-
and people of Lagos

moderate injuries, while the
number of those with severe
injuries was put at 29.

Eight persons had mild
injuries, while six were con-
irmed dead.

Olaj popularly
called Jandor, and the candid-
ate of the Labour Party (LP),
Mr Gbadebo Rhodes-Vivour,
for also visiting the scene of
the accident.

State over the incident.

He appreciated the Lagos

State government, the Na-

tional Emergency Manage-

ment Agency (NEMA) and
bers of the public for

spot, while four others later

“Let’s say a prayer for the
families and a prayer of mercy
and protection for our state.
“My thoughts are with the
victims and their families dur-
ing this difficult time,” he said.
The governor thanked La-
gosians who joined the state’s
first responders in the search
and rescue saying
the true spirit of Lagos must
be sustained at all times, just
as he promised to give up-
dates on the incident.

_:: big thank you to

Management Authority
(LASEMA) has confi the
incident.

According to a statement
signed by its permanent sec-
retary, Or Olufemi Oke-Osa-
nyintolu, the cause of the
collision was due to reckless
driving on the part of the bus
driver, who tried to beat the
train traffic signal.

across different state govern-
ment medical facilities.
He described the condit

¢ Lagosians who
immediately joined the res-
cue efforts. Our first respon-
ders and emergency services
are on ground and we will
share more information
shortly” he said.

The governor also thanked

of the patients as critical just

""“ v
of the Peoples Democratic

gos,Adediran said safety and
security of lives and property
remained the primary func-
tion of any government.

Also, the Minister of Trans-
portation, Mu‘azu Jaji Sambo,
expressed sadness over the
accident.

The minister then ordered
an immediate and full invest-
igation into the incident.

According to a statement
by Henshaw Ogubike, the

a train operated by the Ni-
gerian Railway Corporation
and a Lagos State staff bus
conveying workers to their
offices in the early hours of
today [Thursday] in Shogunle,
Lagos.

their cooperation in helping
to clear the site of the incid-
ent and ensuring that the
injured got immediate treat-

directive of the minister for
detailed investigation into the
incident.

Also, the Minister of Avi-
ation, Senator Hadi Sirika,
has directed Nigerian Safety
Investigation Bureau (NSIB)
experts to commence invest-
igation into the incident.

Describing the accident as
unfortunate, Sirika assured
the public of the capacity of
the NSIB to unravel its imme-
diate and remote causes and
proffer ways of preventing
such in the future.

ones in the sad event, the
minister also prayed for the
quick recovery of those in-
Jjured.

Also, speaker of the House
of Representatives, Hon-
ourable Femi Gb i

managing
director of the Nigerian Rail-
way Corporation (NRC), Mr
Fidet Okhiria, has given an
account of the brief he got on
accident.

said many cars stopped when
they got to the level crossing,
while the Lagos State staff
bus driver continued moving,
which | don’t know why.
“Maybe the driver thought
he could pass before the train
got nearer to him. So when
he could not pass, the train
crushed the bus; that is what

we gathered.

“The train was coming from
ljoko to Iddo,”

Meanwhile, in the after-
math of the accident, speaker
of the Lagos State House of
Assembly, Honourable Mu-
dashiru Obasa, suspended a
political walk scheduled to
hold across Agege constitu-
ency in honour of the victims.

The speaker met the thou-
sands of youths, men and
women at the Pen Cinema
area of Agege on his way
from an official engagement
and abruptly stopped them.

He described the train acd-
dent as a sad occurrence, just
as he hised with the

described the accident as re-
grettable.

Gbajabiamila, who said the
accident was avoidable, ex-
pressed grief that innocent
lives of people going about
their legitimate businesses
were lost during the incident.

He sent his condolences to

families of the victims.
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Thursday.

Six killed, 70 injured as
ing Lagos
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Governor Oyebanji, in a
statement signed by his Spe-
clal Adviser on Medi._j, Yinka

because there was a flag of-
ficer at the railway crossing
flagging him down, but he
refused to stop.

“That’s why we must sub-
ject him to thorough medical

over for medical eamination

“The driver, if found culp-
able, will be prosecuted. We
are working with the state
Department of Public Prosec-

- ution. It is already gathering

the evidence to prosecute
him. 2

“The driver has been arres-
ted and he is in our custody.”

sat near the entry door.

He said he and a few oth-
ers saw the train coming
while they were still on the
Agege Motor Road.

“We warned him to allow
the train to leave before
crossing but he was adam-
ant. Everybody was shout-
ing, cautioning him but he
moved. Half of the body
of the bus had crossed the

rail track before the train
hit us.

“I knew nothing again

until | found myself here
(LASUTH Emergency
Unit),” he said.

A staff of the Lagos State
Emergency Mainten-
ance Agency (LASEMA),
Anuoluwapo Musa, said he
joined the bus at Jakande.

Musa said he jumped
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« A crane retrieving the busrfmn

train crushes bus
State workers

How LASUTH managed
mass casualties of train u-(‘
cident

For Thursday’s accident, a

down from the bus d
ately it was hit by the train.

The LASEMA official, who
injured his left arm, said: “I
was at the back when the
incident occurred. | just
heard noise from the front
row cautioning the driver.
Not quite long, we were
hit by the train. | was con-
scious enough to jump out
of the bus while the train
was still dragging our bus,”
he said.

Another victim said she
also jumped out of the bus
but landed inside a ditch.
She suffered an arm injury.

She was told that she
will be transferred to the
Orile-Agege General Hos-
pital with three others. Six
victims had earlier been
taken to the hospital.

It was gathered that
some of those stabilised
at the LASUTH were trans-

ferred to G | p
Lagos Island, Gbagada
General Hospital and Orile-
Agege.




