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cutlass on his neck —22-year-old Babalawo

By Oluwatoyin Malik, Crime Editor

€ crept into vichm’s room at

almost midnight. The man

was asleep, naked, lying on

his stomach. The suspect

landed his cutlass on his neck.
Rudely woken up from sleep in pain,
he feebly tried to get up. The suspect
climbed on him and pinned him down
with 3 pillow, face down, until he went
limp. Then the suspect collected his
bloed in 2 white plastic cup to prepare
money-making charms.

This was part of the confession of Id-
owu Talabi, a 22-year-old native doctor,
who was arrested by the Ogun State
police command for killing Isau Oluwa-
tobiloba, 2 tenant in his grandfather’s
house where he was also living.

Talabi after killing the man took blood
from the neck of his victim and went
back to his room to mix it with herbs
and concoctions, ready for sale as money
making charm to prospective clients.

Talabi was arrested last Sunday b;’
detectives in Ikenne division of the state l
police command, after the 30-year-old |
deceased’s wife told the police that she
just returned from a church vigil only to
meet the lifeless body of her husband on
his bed, with blood flowing from his neck
at their residence at 4, Bestway Moro®
Street, lkenne, having been inflicted with -
machete cuts by an unknown person. -

The Police Public Relations Officer, SP
Abimbola Oyeyemi, who confirmed the
story, said that the Divisional Police Offi-
cer, CSP Ibrahim Ningi, led his detectives ~
to the scene, where it was discovered
that the deceased was killed while sleep-
ing on his bed. :

The PPRO stated further that it was -
also noticed that there was no break-in ,
at the scene and nothing was removed
from the room.

SP Oyeyemi added that this pointed
to the fact that the killing was carried
out by an insider, which made all the
occupants of the house to be taken to
the station for interrogation,

“After a thorough investigation, Idowu
Talabi, who claimed to be a native doc-
tor, confessed to being the person who
killed the deceased. When asked the
reason for the dastardly act, the suspect
alleged that the deceased was fond of
accusing him of stealing, and that was
what got him to kill the man when he discovered that the
deceased was alone at home, sleeping,” the police spokes-
man said.

The detectives also recovered the cutlass the suspect used
in committing the crime. -

In an interview, Talahi told Saturday Tribune: “I'm a native
doctor. | learnt it from a Baba. My father and mother are
‘separated. My father left six children with my mother when
“we were young. | live in my maternal grandfather’s house.
It was my mother who sent me to school but | stopped at
J553 when | noticed that | was not brilliant.

“| went to train as a native doctor (babalawo), though
my family practise Christianity. This was because my
mother and | went on a spiritual inquiry to check my
destiny (akosedaye) and were tald that | was destined to
become a Babalawo. .

“After a six-year training, | started practising divination and
attending to clients. | used to make scaps for them to aid
sales (ose itaja), to obtain mercy from people (ose aanu)
and for spiritual covering (asiri bibo). 1 ysed different herbs
mixed with soap. | used to collect between N5,000 and

N10,000 as charges.”

Why | was arrested

“Last Saturday, a tenant, Oluwatobi, returned from his shop
at about 11pm. He ate, took his bath and entered his room.
By then, his wife had gone to church vigil with their only
child. He didn’t lock his door but pulled the mosquito net
door and secured it. After that, he laid naked on his stomach

‘

The injury and pain woke

him frotn sleep but before

he could raise his head and
struggle, I mounted him from
the back and used his pillow
to pin him to the bed to
suffocate him. He struggled ti
he went limp.
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