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two_Fulani were attacked

€M In some com-

BOUT 23 peo- nmunities around Logo coun-
ple, including a i area, just as the herders

‘policéman, were
killed in separate
icommunities _in
_Logo and Ukum local gov-

€rment _areas _of Benue
State after local residents

r isal at
Gbeji in Ukum council area.
The Commissioner of Po-
lice in the state, Wale Abass,
who confirmed the attac
said the crisis started on

_and herders clashed_

It was gathered that 17 prisa onWednesday.
The police boss said: "Two

locals, five herd =
liceman, were kille i

the attacks that occurred be-
tween Tuesday and the early

hours of Wed nesday..
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he spoke with the Nigerian
Tribune, 10 people, includ-
ing the policeman and five

He added that with the de-

ﬂO—CaJSI__msﬂEd_hjs_cmus,_ herders, had lost their lives,
butchered and shared them. .

"So when this happened
and we got wind of it; we
were just planning to meet
and placate the Fulani
through their leader, the Mi-
yetti Allah, so as to avoid any
reprisal, but unknown to us
that they had their plan,

Z:00a.m.
Wednesday, ey [Fulani
barded stormed

esday i | Gheil; fired sporadically and
~allegedly killed five herders ™ Anyiin in Logo Local Gov- unf m;t_‘
In three separate areas and . emment AFea, another —hit one of our officars and he

- ——"

ployment of combined se-
curity operatives, normaicy
had returned to Gbeji com-
munity.

He said operatives of the
command were already on
the trail of both the locals
and herders who perpe-

_ trated the attacks.

Meanwhile, the security
adviser to the Benue State
Governor, Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Paul Hemba (retd), who
spoke with newsmen later

in the day, confirmed the
death of 18 people, includ-
ing a policeman,

He, however, said he was
not aware of the killing of
five herdsmen by the locals.

Hemba said: "As for re-
prisal, | have not got any
report about the killing of
Fulani. | am st trying to
make enquiry. | was woken
up at about 12:45a.m, today
[Wednesday] and informed
that an attack was ongoing
at Gbeji.

"I alerted security agen-
cies and they all responded
to the distress call and that
helped in reducing the casu-
alties. The security agencies,
including the Department of

State Services (DSS), all re-
sponded.

"The verifiable figure that |
have now given to me with
pictures by the chairman of
the council area who was at
the scene, is 18, including
two policemen."

He added that the figures
could even get much higher.

Hemba said those injured
were taken to the local gov-
ernment health centre at
Afia, while the bodies of
the deceased. were taken to
NKST Hospital, also in Afia.

He added those seriously
injured were already being
moved to the Teaching Hds-
pital in Makurdi, the state
capital,
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@ 15 die in Sokoto




