Police nab kidnap kingpin in Benue
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A suspected leader of a gang
of kidnappers that specia-
lised in abducting women in
Makurdi, Achobo (surname
withheld), has been arrested
by operatives of the Benue
State police command.
Parading the suspect at
the police headquarters in
Makurdi on Monday, the
command’s Public Relations
Officer, Catherine Anene,
said the suspect was ar-
rested few days after two
- other members of his gang

were arrested.

The suspect was said to
have escaped when men of
Operation Zenda stormed
their hideouts in a house
linked to a deceased former
chief judge of the state.

Anene said: “If you remem-
ber, two members of his
gang were apprehended in
Makurdi in their hideout last
week and they confessed to
the crimes.

“Today, the kingpin was
arrested by men of Oper-
ation Zenda; if you recall,
the commissioner of police

promised to arrest the king-
pin, and now he has been
arrested and he confessed
to the crimes.”

The suspect, while speak-
ing with newsmen, said the
gang focused on abducting
women because “they are
easy to kidnap.”

He, however, regretted
causing the demolition of
the house belonging to the
former chief judge, who he
described as his uncle.

The suspect said: “He (the
late chief judge) was my un-
cle and | have been working

with his son for the past six
years as sales boy selling
tiles.

“I started the kidnap busi-
ness last year; we are three
and the other two have
been arrested.

“I regret my action, espe-
cially causing the demolition
of my uncle’s house.”

The state government had
demolished the four bed-
room house with a boy’s
quarter linked to the former
chief judge where the sus-
pects live and carried out
their operations.



