© Missing Osun widow found murdered by clerics, body parts removed
eFour in police net

Adeolu Adeyemo | Osogbo

OUR suspects. two
Of ’he""_ Cie" cs, have
been armested in
nection with the mur-
der of a micdle-aged
widow, Ashiatz Yekeen Sa-
lim in lleogbo, Ayedire
Local chernme-:: Arez of
Osun State. .
“The victim | had a:sag@arec
four week weeks ago before 2
searmmum.edm_ms”aqgm _
oommunmammbﬁis-ﬁurteo
in the discovery © of her muti-
lated body and ;:!}e arrest of

con-

It was gathered that the
_-'_—‘T-
victim - had been invited 10 The
house_ o‘ the prime suspect,
said t /fa, where

she disappeared. The fam-
ny thereaﬁerﬁgciated her

The concerned community
members, after exhausti_ng
all available means of finding

£,

Asiata, had reportedly de-
cided to visit the house of the
prime suspect, who reportedly
fled the community.

The prime suspect was said

to have been arrested in La-

fupon, Lagelu Local Govern-
ment Area of Oyo State, by
men of the anti-kidnapping
squad of the Osun State police
command.

A police source said the sus-
pect provided clues that led to
the arrest of another accom-
plice in the crime, one alfa, in
the early 'nours of Wednesday

pect T had mvrteo that agom- )

plice from wo slaughter Y

Her and her body parts re-
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Another suspect arrested in
connection with the crime,
from Kuta, a neighbouring
town, according to police
source, is currently being de-
izined at the homicide section

of the state Criminal Investiga-

tion Department in Osogbo.

The source said that thorough
investigations had begun to fish
out all those connected with
the gruesome murder.

The prime suspect report-
edly led the police to his back-
yard on Tuesday where what
remained of the woman’s
corpse was buried in a shal-
low grave. Her vital parts were
found missing.

Pathological examination
and autopsy were reportedly
conducted on Wednesday
while the remains have been
released to her family for burial.

Police are said to be on the
trail of other accomplices
based on the confession of"

the prime suspect.

National president of lle-
Ogbo Unity Forum, Mr Anthony
Owolabi, condemned the act
and said that security had been
intensified in the community
to discourage ritual killings and

other criminal acts.

Owolabi said since the rurder
of Ashiata came to light, 3 sernes
of security meetings had been
held by stakeholders to map
out strategies on tackling such
criminal act and other crimes in
the community.

He said normalcy was gradu-
ally returning to the commu-
nity and commended those
who participated actively in
seeing to the arrest of the
suspects.

A relation of Ashiata who
identified himself as Mubarak
Salimon, told our correspon-
dent that the family had hand-
ed over the matter to God.

He, however, commended
the police on the job done so
far in seeing that the perpetra-
tors were brought to justice.

Salimon also thanked the
traditional ruler, other leaders
of the community, lle-Ogbo
Unity Farum, members of
the community, operatives of

A~ remem temnsmcda Rt mamananinidu Fill 2 ahdinct athare

the Amoketun Corgs and local
hurters for ensuring order in
the community and for ther
roles in the arrest of the sus-
pected killers,

The coordinator of Forum

wfor Greater lie-Ogbo Kingdom,

Mr Tayo Akanni, told Satur-
day Tribune that-the arrest
of some of the pecple finked
through the support of the
forum, the entire members of
the community and the tradi-
tional ruler of the town, Oba
Abeeb Adetoyese Agbaje.

According to Akanni, the
president of the forum, ali
inhabitants of the community
partook in the search for “the
killers.”

He also commended the
state police command, the
Amotekun Corps, local hunt-
ers and other security opera-
tives who acted promptiy on
the matter.

Mr Akanni described the

widow’s killing as barbaric
and pledged that all necessary
rmezsures would be taken to
stop ritual killings and other
crimes in the community.
“\We are 2 peaceful people
in !'e-()gbo and all efforts
will be made to wage war

=1 ’.sf Frualailings, cultism

and cther nefarious activities
in the community,” he said.

Efforts to get the state
Bolice Public Relations Of-
ficer, Mrs Yemisi Opalola,
o comment on the matter
were futile.

But the commander of
Amotekun Corpsin the state,
Amitolu Shittu, speaking on
the incdent, wamed mem-
bers of the public against
rirual killings and other cnrnl-
nal activities.

Shittu gave the assurance
that his security outfit would
not reient in waging war
against criminal elements in
the society.
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