Sf‘our feared killed after suspected smuggler dodging

—Customs operatives collides with oncoming vehicle

—+ Mob sets two Customs
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“Four persons were con-
firmed dead on the spot in
two of the vehicles, while
no fewer than six persons
sustained various degrees
of injury.

“The injured persons were
later taken to Gwandabawa
General Hospital for medical
attention.”

The development, ac-
cording to the eyewitness,
angered residents of the
nearby village, who set
ablaze two vehicles belong-

ing to the Customs.

The source said it took the
intervention of men of the
Nigerian Army, who were
drafted to the scene, to pre-
vent further attacks on Cus-
toms’ facilities in the area.

Meanwhile, the Sokoto/
Zamfara states command of
the Customs has confirmed
that suspected hoodlums
attacked its personnel and
burnt one operational ve-
hicle and one private car in
the process.

A press statement signed
by the spokesman for the
command, Tahir Balarabe,
and made available to news-
men on Tuesday, also con-
firmed that one person was
killed in the accident.

Balarabe, in the state-
ment, said the command
learnt that some vehicles
were in the process of smug-
gling contraband through
the land border in lllela into
the country.

vehicles ablaze - Only one person died — Customs

He said: "On January 2,
officers of the Nigeria Cus-
toms Service, Sokoto/Zam-
fara Command’s Mobile
Team ‘A, based on credible
intelligence, mounted a
stop-and-search operation
at Asara village on the Soko-
to-lllela road.

"At about 8:00 a.m., a Toy-
ota Avensis car with tinted
glass believed to be con-
veying smuggled items was
flagged down for a search,
but the driver, upon sight-
ing officers, tried to escape
and in the process almost
knocked down one of the
officers who quickly jumped
out of his way.

“Unfortunately, the ve-
hicle ran into an oncoming
commercial vehicle, which
led to a head-on collision
that resulted in the death of
one passenger, while others
sustained injuries and were
taken to a nearly hospital for
treatment.
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