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Hours before Buhari’s visit, explosions rock Maiduguri

-3 Killed, military battles ISWAP

‘Remain steadfast in final push against insurgents, prészdent tells troops

From Atiku Galadima and
Leon Usigbe

the

word on who fired the pro-

“jectiles, but the rocket hit Bu- _

unkutu Kasuwa, Ajjiri cross

Among the projects he com-

“missioned was the first 10km

flyover in the state capital and

few hours before President

State of West Africa Province

TSWAP) fighters after mul-

tiple explosicns rocked the

state capital.

i The troops were massively
deployed to foil attack by the
ferrorists on the state capital.

! Local sources told PRNige-
rja that mortar bombs were
launched at some parts of
the state capital by the ISWAP
fighters which landed on
many houses around Ngo-
mari, Bulumkutu and Ayafe

Buhari’s arrival to the state
left about eight persons in-

jured.

Witnesses told Nigerian Tri-
bune that some of the rock-
ets had hit Ngomari Ayafe
neighborhood, less than two
miles from the Air Force base
where the president was ex-
pected to.land.

It was the second such strike
against Maiduguri, the state
capital, since the December
4 attack.

Jose to the airport.
Later, surveillance milita

aircraft were deployed to as-
sist the ground troops to fore-

On hand'to receive the pres-
ident was the state governor,
Professor .Babagana Zulum;
alongside his cabinet mem-

stall any impending attack by  bers; Kaduna State governor,

ISWAP elements.
There was no immediate
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Malam Nasir el-Rufai among
other security chiefs.

gomari Ayafe in_which _an_international conference

ﬁave lost their lives according —On arrival,

e blasts which come a

: __Aursda
military forces b‘atﬂéﬂ"l?l‘a'r'n%'_

President  Bu-
hari told troops of Operation
Hadin Kai to remain steadfast
as they go into the final phase
of the campaign against in-
surgency and other forms of
criminalities.

The president, who ad-
dressed the troops at the Air-
force Base in Maiduguri, said
the nation remains grateful
for the gallantry displayed
in ensuring gradual return
of peace to the North-East,
while condoling with families
that had lost loved ones and
the wounded.

Buhari was quoted to have
said, “I urge you also to stay
focused to achieve our stra-
tegic end-state which is the
defeat of all adversaries and
restoration of an economi-
cally viable North-East geopo-
litical zone and other parts of
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the country where Nigerians
are free to go about their ac-
tivities without fear or harass-
ment.” 5

Buhari assured  families
of soldiers who paid the su-
preme pncej for the nation
and the injured that the Fed-
eral Government will cater for
their needs, recognlsmg their
sacrifices for all Nigerians.

“I am, therefore, here on
behalf of a grateful nation to
thank and commend you for
your service! and sacrifices.
Let me start:by commiserat-
ing with you all on the unfor-
tunate loss of Brigadier-Gen-
eral Dzarma, Zirkushu and
other personnel of 25 and 28
Task Force Brigades, who died
on November 13, 2021.

“I do this mindful of the
fact that we have lost others
in this theatre of operation
as well as other operational
areas across the country. We
pray for the repose of their
souls and for the Almighty
God to comfort the families

that they left behind.

“The people of Borno State
and indeed the entire coun-
try owe a debt of gratitude to
our serving men in uniform
for the huge sacriﬁces in the
pursuit of peace,” he said.

He also noted that the re-
sponse exhibited across the
theatre had shown extraor-
dinary resilience and stead-
fastness in the face of adver-
sity, saying “that is the spirit,
tenacity and resolve that the
Nigerian Armed Forces is
known for. Well done:

“Our country, just like all the
others in the Sahel region, is
faced with several security
challenges that are largely
characterised by the violent
activities of non-state actors.
This has necessitated several
interventions aimed at en-
suring the security of persons
and property across the nu-
merous hot spots.

“Further improvements in
the security situation in Op-
eration Hadin Kai have led

to a corresponding rise in
the confidence of our peo-
ple who are now returning
in significant numbers to
their homes.

“Further to the reorgani-
sations in the military lead-
ership, concerted efforts
are being made] to improve
your equipment - holding.
| am aware that you have
started receiving some of
the platforms procured by
our administration while oth-
ers would be received in the
weeks ahead.”

The president: noted that
substantial resources had
also been drrected at procur-
ing equipment for explosive
ordinance disposal.

He then appreciated the
government of Borno State
for its continuous coopera-
tion with the Federal Gov-
ernment in-multiple spheres,
adding. that “this has been
critical to the furtherance of
our mutual efforts at restor-
ing peace to the state.”



