Why we killed one of our victims
—Kaduna kidnap gang members

Olalekan Olabulo | Lagos

TWO suspected members
of a 5-man kidnap gang,
have narrated how the gang
lured a ginger trader into
the. bush and kidnapped
him, after lying to him that
they were farmers and that
they had ginger which they
wanted to sell to him.

The gang also killed one

the suspect said, "So far my
gang has kidnapped six per-
sons since | joined them. Our
leader surveys the area for
prominent persons. He also

‘gathers intelligence on vic-

tims after which he .informs
us on the victim to kidnap.
We have kidnapped. .peo-
ple from Kushemakaranta,
Rafinkinba, Kuditlri, Kwei,
along Nasarawa express road

_of their victims, who lived ~,. Kurumikari, all in Kaduna

in the same same _area with the

“Teader of the gang far the _ Abdullai

_fear that he might expose
them after collecting ran-
~som from his family.

“The suspected kidnappers
were arrested by opera-
- tives of the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Intelligence
- Response Team (IRT) after
- weeks of diligent tracking
of their activities.

The _arr _suspects,

State b
further stated
that, “One of the victims
. that we also kidnapped was
Chinedu, a business man.
He spent three days in our
custody in the bush and
was released after paying
N500,000. He was kldnapped
in his house.

"Our gang leader gave us
information about 'him be-
cause he lives in the same

- 78-year-old Salisu_Abdullai

area with him. After he paid

- and Babangida Usman also

his ransom, he was killed be-

confessed to have abducted
= a bishop in his home, while
also saying that they abduct-
ed four others and collected
huge ransom from them.
They spoke with newsmen:
| was farmmg and was
into cattle rustling before |
joined the kidnap gang. | am
married with three children.
| joined the gang less than
{ one year ago, | have no fa-
ther, no mother. | joined the
gang voluntarily.?
_ Narrating to journalists
how he joined the gang,

cause he fought with one of
us and our leader to]d us to
kill him. "

“The second V|ct1m was
also called Chinedu, a'trader.
He was riding his motorbike
to Kagaruko when our leader
called us on phone to give us
a hint on his route. Our lead-
er rode his motorbike behind
Chinedu and gave us infor-
mation on where he was
and where we would sttike.
We abducted and took him
to the bush and collected
N700,000 from him.

¥
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"I don't know the name
of the third victim but we
collected N700,000 from
him. He was kidnapped in
the bush. He is a trader and
deals in ginger. We told him
that we had ginger in the
farm and he volunteered to
follow us. On the way we kid-
napped him."

He also added that: “The
fourth victim was a Rever-
ned Father. We broke into his
house at Kushemakaranta
around 3:00 a.m. We went
with three guns . When we
got there, we knocked and
he opened the door. He was
the only one at home and he
didn't put up any resistance.
We also took him to the bush
but released him only after
N1m ransom was paid on his
behalf.

"We also kidnapped an-
other Reverned father and
collected N8millon from his
people before we released
him,” the suspect also con-
fessed .

Abdullai further stated
that, "The sixth victim was
picked from the farm and we
collected N300,000 from him
My roleinthe gangisthat of a
watchman. | watch over kid-
napped victims in the bush
until ransom is paid for their
release. | made N800,000 in
all the operations and | used
the money to drink and carry
women. Nobody knows that
| am a kidnapper in the com-
munity.”



