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My son’s suicide story
allegation is a fallacy

eFather of 29-year-old Ph.D student cries out, alleges murder

OUAKUNLE MARUT reparts that Ayodejl Ajsia, 8 79-year-cid Ph.0 shuders was lownd desd i his room two
day after returming from @ visit 1o his pareats. People, expetially Ayedaii’s parents, arp wondering what
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‘The School authorities have not de
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vias discovered), there is no official statement from the
cchool either to condaole, sympathise, or even-visit-the -
family over this unfortunate Incident.

“The claim or rumour that my son commitred sulade
by hanging himself in his room Is fallacy which doesn’t
hold water.

“He lacked nothing and was full of life as a1 the time
he left heme lor schocl They must find the killers of my
son and stop playing God.”

Speaking further, Mr Ajayl sald that both he and his
wife called Aycdejl several times the day after he left
for «chaol, but his phone ke pt ringing without response,

“I was surprised because my ewn Ayo will respond 1o
every mizsed call on his phone but to our amazement,
none ol our calls was respanded to throughout that
Wedneosday.

"He earlier told us he wanted to go to school and
read o prepsre for his eam on Thursday. On Thursday
mornmg, | went to the church he attended o Inform
his pastor about the siluation and to know Il | can get
across 10 some of his Inends In church after | explained
what happened to him.

“He now told us that his wite who is.a lecturer inthe
same schoal was already in cchool and he called her to
tell her our dilemma in getting across to Ayodejl. She
promised to get across to Ayo's supervisor in school
and to get back to us

=1 went back home and called his younger brother,
Olanrewaju, to bnng out car and let us go lo Allelo
curselves. Atout 61 kilometres away from Sokoto, the
pastor’s vile called me and asked where | was and | told
her | was on my way to Alero. She asked me to come, |
was surpnsad.

“On germing to the scheol, we met a lot of people In
front of the hostel and | was asked 1o sit down. That was
Kow they told me they broke nto Ayode|l's reom that
morning and found his dead body inside.

| was shocked, his brother hod staried crying and |
was asked Lo come and see his corpse but | told them, in
our tradinon | Gan'l see my son's carpse. Al that point,
my son-in-law arrved aad folicwed them to the room,”
he added.

An In-law 1o the family, Pastor Ola Mustapha, alzo
spoke on the tragic incident. He zald by the Ume he
arrived a1 the school, Ayodep’s carpse had been taken
in an ambulance to the hospital @and he wenl thare 10
sew it.

“I requested (o go back 1o his hoslel Lo see hovi the
roam was and | vas taken back ro the hostel. The room
was under lock but I was told that the key s with the
DVC and will not be opened to anybody

“| later opened the window, peeped through the
window. | saw his bed neatly arranged as (f no one sizpt
on It On the ground, | saw plenty of sand and | asked
what purpose it was suppased to serve, They told me
they found bload on the ground and the sand was used
Lo ccver the bloed.

-As of 1hat tme, the school authorily did not givo us
any esplanation or whaot actually happened and all | was
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The most annoying part
of the situation is that the
school authorities did
not deem it fit to either
pay or send a delegation
for condolence
visit or even issue a
statement about the sad
development

thinking of was how to get Daddy (Ayodeji's fathar) and
my brother back home.”

The only explanation the Ajayis got lrem any source
was that the Paolice were already investgating the
marter but no officer spoke 1o them until the family left
for Sokoto with tho corpse, accompanled by a doctor,
nurse and the police officers pravided by the school
authority and some elders of the family church

Al the hospital, the doctors sald the corpse can’t be
embalmed because it was already decomposing and
could not be accommodared and no autopsy would be
necded- So hwas rejected.

Pastor Mustapha spake {urther, saying: “We couldn't
bear it anymere and we had to take a decision to bury
him and let the school continue with thelr lnvestigation
on Lthat Thursday

“We went back to the school the following day to
clear his belongings but on getting there, we were (aken
to the office of the Chirf Security Officer (CSD) of the
school who tald us that police are already Investiganng
the matter and that we can't access the properties
including his phone and laplop.

“He (CSO) vald we should give the school authoritics
il the follovdng week after which we would be briefed,
Later whon we met with the Vico Chancollor, he attested
to the lact that Ayode)l vsas a brilliant student and that
al!hls lecturers comfirmed that.

To our amazement, on getting dovin rom his oftice,
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brother from Sokoto sent a message being clrculitag
on social media by one Johanna that Ayode]l hanged
himself, which surprised us. The school authorlty never
Lold us the circumstances that led to his death,

~That was the first time wa were hearing that he
hanged himsell and It came as a surprise o the fami|
as we wondered why our son would hang himself.

"It Is very unfartunate that tho authorities are actyally
Investigating a case of sulcide, which means they havp
already concluded even before the commencement of
thelr Investigation. They sald there was a rope on his
neck. | saw Lhe rope on hls nock that Thursday but it
was not a very strong rope and not even long enough,

“Remember we sald we couldn’l get access 1o his
room but we were told that he committed suicide in his
wardrobe and from what | saw through the window, the
wardrobe Is not even as tall as the deceased.

“II someone hanged himself, it means he shouly
be dangling, but the position we saw him was quito
different from that.”

pastor Mustapha was not alone in smelling a rat in
the case. Ayode|l's younger brother, Olanrewaju Ajals,
also suspected loul play. He called on securlty agencies
in conjunction with the school authorities to unravel
the circumstances that led to Ayode)i’s death urgently,
while condemning the authors of the social media
news that his brother committed suicldo.

“The most annoying part of the situabon is that the
school authorities did not deem it H o elther pay or
sand a delegation for condolence visit or gven issue a
statement about the sad development.

“We (the bercaved) still went to the school to meat
with them (management) but to our utmesl surprice,
none of them offered lo meet us, and afier spending
over two hours In the school premises, we decided 10
leave.

“The situadon of things as at now is nat acceplable
to us in the family. We want the school Lo talk o us on
their hindings so far, instead of keeping mute,” he said

The Christion fellowship of the school, Joint Christion
Fellowship, described the death of Ayodejl os callous
and unacceptable. Tha General Secretary of the gioup,
Mathew Samuel, described the deceased as an easy
golng person who was focused on his studies,

Meanwhilg, the school management said [t had set up
a cammiftee to look Into the circumstances that lead
to the death of their student, The Institution's Public
Relations Officer, Hussaini Adamu, sald the school
authorities and the Nigetian Police were on the case.

When contacted on the issue, the Police Public
Relations Officer in Kebbi State, DSP Nafi'u Abubalar,
promised to get back to our carrespondent but up Tl
the time of going 1o the press, he was yer to do so

However, as the family continues to mourn their
beloved son and while awaiting the outcame of the
police invesugation, the question that would confinue
to blow in tho oir |s: why would an ambitious young |
man viho had just introduced hlis fiancée to his parents |
and Jooking forward 1o a bright future Lake his own hfe?
Only time could give an answer.




