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Relations wail as gas explosion
kills five, injures 13, destroys
25 cars in Lagos
eVictim's sister: ‘God, why? My brother had 4 kids,
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burm.” He roportedly died in
the hospltal,

_ A source at the Nigerian

Institute of Yown Planners

~(NITP) told Saturday Tribune

that the ATOPCON top official
had his offlce in the plaza

the Dgun Statp.Properly _—but had gone to eat at the
InvestmitntCorpotatl on___Chiness restaurant when the
(OPIC) Plaza on Mabalall Bank__ explosion eccurred.

Anthony Way, Lagas,

Another source confirmed

Prominent among the dead-.. that the official died In the
sreportedly_wos o top officlal__ explosion,

of the Associatlon of Town

Twenty-five vehicles parked

fMannlng Consultants ol _ on the premises were also

NI;T:?FE(A]OT’CON);M”

“The gas tanker axplosion,

which oceurrad lato Thursdoy,

also demaged the ground
floor of OPIC Plaza that houses

a Chinese restaurant and

lefl 13 persons with varying
dogrees of burns,

video of u sister of one of
the victims went viral with her,
amid tears, saying : "Why?
Why? Holp me to wake my
brother up 0. Help me Lo wake
him up. The boy had four
children — small, small boys.
We don't have parents; we
are orphans, Oh Godl Why?”

One of the dead Is also
sald to be an Indlgene of
Ife North Local Government
Arca of Osun State who was
unfortunate to be driving
along that area when the
tragedy struck,

A relative of the deceased
told Saturday Tribune that
“ha struggled to get out of
the vehlele but was badly

burnt,

The Injured persons were
taken 1o the nearest hosplals
for trestment,

Cxplalning how the tragedy
happened, the Dlroctor
Genarol of the Lagos State
Cmergency Management
Agency (LASEMA), Dr Olufem!
Oke-Osanylntolu, sald that
pressurized pas that escaped
fram the fully loaded gas
tonker discharged Into the
atmosphere and spread In
all directlons, especially to
that of OPIC, where It Ignited
ond devastated o1 an eatery
housed in the bullding’s
ground floor.

The resultant flre,
according to him, led to
the blowback that razed
22 of the vehicles parked
within tha OPIC premises,
beslde Opebi Sheraton
Hotels and Towers, trapplng
its accupants and leaving
tho OPIC plaza extensively

damaged,

He sald LASEMA, In
an overnight operation,
concluded a recovery
oparation that commenced
when the gas tankar exploded
on Thursday night.

“LASEMA and Its
collaborators successfully
extinguished the resultant
fire from the gas tanker which
broke aut al Maryland at
the front of Sheraton Holels
and Towers whon a loaded
gas tanker with unknown
reglstration exploded on
motlon while traveling
Inwards Ikajn,” he sald.

However, Oke-Osanylntolu
sald the agency's paramedics
administered pre-hospital

teams, fire unit, the Lagos
State Fire and Safety Service
and the Nigeria Police, was
coordinated by the LASEMA
hoss,

Tha affected OPIC Plaza
bullding has been cordoned
ofl.

Lapos State’s Commissioner
for Speclal Duties, Mr Martins
pamlighoye, who led other
state offlcials to the scene,
explained that the incident
occurred as o result of the
truck’s breakdown with
leaking cylinder whose gas
spread to the generator
house ond gos cylinder of the
Chinese restaurant, resulting
in a spark.
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trcotment to numerous
victims lh:t sustained varvlng@ 0 ne a bd UCt
freed,

degraces of burns before they
were taken to the Gbagada
Burns Unlt, LASUTH and
General Hospltals nearest
to the scene for further
treatment.

“The agency’s heavy-duty
equipment, Goliath-the-glant
forklift and a flat-body truck
were deployed to recover
carcass of the burnt gas
tanker, while dampening
down operation continued
for hours after,” the LASEMA
boss added,

LASEMA’s spokesman,
Nosa Okunbor, said the
extinguishment of the fire,
through the collaboration
of the agency’s response

SODIERS operating under

the ausplces of Operation -
Hadarln Dajl have rescugd

some of the students and

teachers of the Federal

Government Callege, Birnin

Yawurl in Kebbl State who

were abducted on Thursday,

The stalte governor,

Abubakar Atiku Bagudu,

disclosed this on Fridaynight

according to a breaking news
alred by Channels TV.

He praised security agents
for their efforts which led to
the rescue.

Earlier, a statement by the



