1 O C.meﬁamcy tussle: Two feared dead in Ondo commumty, buildings, cars destroyed
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tence of Ogunye to continue
to act 3s Olokoja of Okoja.
Ogunye was dethroned by
Oba Momoh for absentee-
ism, disloyalty and refusal
to obey the direcives of the
monarch, who cautioned
him to stop paradirig himself

as the Olokoja.

According to a source, the
crisis erupted on Monday
evening when the newly-in-
stalled Olokoja, Chief Bada,
summoned a meeting, but
supporters of Ogunye dis-
rupted the meetng.

The source said the two
groups engaged themselves

all through the night, shoot-
ing sporadically, while some
properties were destroyed in
the process.

Speaking in a press state-
ment, Bada accused Ogunye
of fuelling the crisis in the
town since Oba Momoh de-
throned him.

Chief Bada alleged that
some thugs sponsored by the
dethroned chief disrupted
the peace meeting he called,
just as he added that his
house was destroyed during
the fracas.

However, Ogunye denled
sponsoring thugs to disrupt

the town meeting, saying the
fracas was designed to cause
mayhem in the town ahead
of the coronation of the new
Owa-Ale, Oba Adeleke Ade-
doyin.

Ogunye said he was pre-
pared to attend the town
meetings when he heard
about the fighting.

He, however, insisted that
he remained the Olokoja of
Okoja, saying the Olukare
could not dethrone him as
he was In office before the
emergence of the present
Olukare.

“Bada Is not a member of

our family. He is a stranger, |
am still alive and remain the
Olokoja. Olukare did not ap-
paint me and he cannot re-
move me.

“They even destroyed my
house. They arranged the
crisis because of the next
coronation of Owa-Ale, but
we have been trying to avoid
this crisis in order for peace
to reign in the town.”

The Ondo State police
spokesman, Mr Tee Leo lkoro,
who confirmed the incident,
said security operatives had
been drafted to strategic lo-
cations In the town.



