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Detainee’s death exposes police, Task Force’s illegal midnight raids

*70 men locked up in a cell —peceased’s wife, co-detainee .
*It was the police, not us —Task Force ®We know nothing about any raid, detention or death —Police

Akpan. The snore was unusual. it was as if something had
entered mto his body. The snaring was heavy and cut of the
ordmary. | woke others to see what was happening and then
we tapped on his bedy te wake him up. After several slaps on
his 3p, he woke up and he said he was fine.

“A few mimstes atter, he went backto sleep. Since the cellwas
clogged, | found it difficult to stretch my leg 50 | tapped him on
his leg to adjust his posibon so that | wou'ld be able to stretch
my ke but his body was still. He was not moving

“1'was the first person to know that he had died. | woke up

thers to examine him and they all agreed that he had died
i started shouting and calfing out to the officers to report the
incident. Because of what had happened, they released all of
us and caflled for an ambulance to take Akpan’s bedy cut of the
ceil We were releasad without bail in the morning after the
death of the man

“The guestion 01 our lips up 1o this moment «. what did we
do that warranted our arrest and the eventual death of Akpan?
They arrested us illegally with the intention of exterting money
from us but they ended up turmning an innpcant woman with

three chuldren it 2 widow: It was not 12.00 3.m. and we dudn't
violate any curfew, $0 why were we arrested?”

.
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CSP Shota Jejeloye, Chaiman, Lagos State Emironmenta! and Special

Offences Unit (Task Foree).

It was the police, not us —Task Force

However, spokesperson for the Lagos State Task Force and
Special Offences Unit, Femi Malik, s3id the raid that led to the
amrest of the deceased and others was carried out by the police
command and not the Task Force. He also denied that Akpan

CP Hakeem Qdumosy
The wife, Biessing and daughter,

2 thrown in 3 truck®

arrested with us, who k

o . o e ife
new me, shouted: ‘Blessing! Blessing!  “On the morning of the third day, 1 asked them to take me to How | discovered Akpan's body —Co-detainee g:;dc:_;::a:::m of the Task Force a5 claimed by the wife
n separate cells until Your husband has died inthe cell” It felt like | had been hitwith  Wherever they had taken mrhushapd(nhullhevrelu‘sed‘Ahcr Another wvictim of the raid, one Mr Good, claimed that he According to him, the deceased died while receving care at
cuncng thal Akpan had The road to death \ @ sledge hammer onmy head. 1 was shaken to my core much persuasion, a senior officer tns\mnedtwqqﬁ‘r\ers that  waswith the deceased unbl be breathed his last. According to the Lagas State University Teaching Hospital (LASUTH) where
£63 2 the maming of the thed cay Dufing the ntenview with Saturday Tribune, Blgss ngshowed | I rushag to the door of the female cell to take a glante 3t Were on the ground to take us to Mainland Hospital in Yaba  him, the deceased snored heavily before he eventually died he was taken for treatment after he slumped in the cell
my husband, David Akpan, for 30 | @ Vvid ra:nll_ectw-\ of events that led to the untimely death of | what was happaning but ! was pushed back by a female office! where my husband's body was deposited inthe cell He said ‘The\‘cl'iﬁ\“'asamuf\;lheoeop!cam‘smdhvlha.po"w:
isofthe Lagos State Task Force | 1@ husband. She added: “More than 70 of us were arrested | who szid to me that my husband would be fine.” “AtYaba, the mortuary attendant demanded for 3 N3,000 fee He said: “That late evening, around 11.00 p.m,, | had left command on March 16 for violating COVID-19 curfew The ;;,1
enforhim Theeldestis 16years 1030 NENT - three women and others were men. We were | ] from the officers before we could be allowed to seehiscorpse.  the spot where | was relaxing for a better $pot because the Wwas not conducted by the Task ;0?; Unit; it \\-.15" :m;'d lh:-
219 the st seven. Every day,  STVEN 2r0und Lagos in the truck until around 3.00 a.m. when | Forced freedom for all The officers told us they didn't have money and they tumed  atmosphere was dull and | felti needed some laugher. As toak L ] Tieg oul
20 2.0 | sell bottled and sachet M€V Secdedto take us o their office in Oshodiwhere we were | As usyal sl securi
besigz the Nabonal Population Census officeon | 'ocked up in a cell.

; fo us that we should pay the money which my brother-in-law  a few ste,
officials, a se le 1o cover up the ; ¥ the k

s . mess of an illegal raig ravmi an unfore;;:r:::am of a deteinec  30d My husband's friend paid and we were allowed in and we
<2 stone's throw We were profiled and treated ke cnminals. They told us 10 reportedly began on

g b it m . Thy nly faclity eta er
ps, | Saw some peaple scampering. They were baing the police command. They only used our faality to detain them.
0 ¢ ing’s 3w his body in the morgue.
h Fy husband §it en bare floor, colected our names and addresses bafore ce it became obvigus that Bless

chased by officials of the Lagos State Task Force ke Isaid earlier, he was among those that were arrested that
rulsre whichis

s . i night. And immediately, we heard that someone had slumpeg,
L . e They came in three trucks with Lagos State Task Ferce boldly he was rushed to the Lagos State Univarsity Teaching Hospital
k S anc husband was deag. According to the widow, the first act of tiseactlyamonthanda thatmy kil written on each of the vehicles. They started picking up paople
cperamvas of the Lagos they led us to the cell where we were detained for three days.  ther idilers was to set eve body fi ’ by the Lagos Task Force. The incident happened on March 16 and
eGal Offences came ‘I was worried about the safety of my children at home and She said; fybody free.

and throwing them in the truck. In no fime the ICHS e (LASUTH) where he was siv_er\ adequate care upnl he died
“so 7 hhad  they have not released his body to us and neither did they tellus  filled up with innocent passers-by and lr;m:.rs including me, \hel.'ulinwmg Lk and his remsins were d<pos Alihe
Ao aling Y Musband whohad been locked up in aseparate cell | Me moments later (after Akpan’s deat i, ; ikl 2 e, Mainland Hospital, Yaba
=y sezed people trading and walking ™Y . P eparatecell. iwasso  become obvious), they ordered the release of all of vs 3¢ 3t led to his death. 1t was only the female police officers that who had been arrested from different locations acrossthe state, oy famity h critte . he os State
¥ arrestes passers-by and those retuming d,slu'rbed that something terrible would happen, Our children hmughlanamhu!an:etoconv husband’s body out of the  SYMpathised with me and my family; the male officers were cruel — “This was a few minutes past 11.00 p.m. They took us round :5 Amily has “f"lnﬂ a f==1|l:"ﬁ “D the UR-‘: :lak
%8 without tefing them what thei offences 9197t knaw aur whereabouts. The last they heard of us was premises. | cned and pleaded \evy(rlv:\:‘hus la llow me totake d  2ndunconcerned. Life without my husbandhas beenmeaningless.  the Gty untl it was 3.00 a.m. when We were @ken to their S TNt and the uthorities have erdered an investgation
92 2m. yet when the curfew imposed by When their father tald them he was coming tomectme atmy  logk at him or speak to him lh;l !bm _fnha heard my voice My children and | now live with my parents in ljora” Oshodi office :’\,lu‘lhedmﬁunmlﬂ :\n Ju‘{ops\' is 10 be F'""m, out on the
Twas o take efect, why would they arrest :.:u to help me to pack my wares, They didn’t know that we he would wake UP, but the 'd : maybe if he “At Oshodi, about 70 of us were locked upin the male ceoil for g“am s etolone Ahere s IIR"‘-I SASY.0n therhatter
?U been a_rresmd and locked up. 4 'Y ceclined, three days in the course of which one of us, David Akpan, died the outcome of the inveshigation

e he heard about the caid, my husband rushed down _~On th ight of the second day of our detention, suddenly, In the early hours of the third day !
from the house to 25551 me 19 pack my wares so that we | Meard the cries of some inmates in the male cell to the Task e wiasmy friend and | know he had no health challenge. tis  Sve koW nothing aboutany rald, detention or death —pol
b e, We hat s packing and were on our  Force officials that somebody "“d died in his sleep. | never death was tnggered by excessive thinking. 1 think the thought Svmkmg_ on the incident, spokesperson for the state po
Way heme when they ran after us and we were arested at the  tNOUght the person that had died was my husband because that there was nobody to took out for him and his wite e command, Muylwa Adejobi, denied any knowledg
Zate of cur est ?:e was heaithy and had no medical condition whatsoever. At od

“My husband and | had fived happ Iytogether 3t Census Clese 175G the officials ignored the cries from the cell but when the

which s less than fve minutes’ walk from the spot 1 sell  MOS€ Increased, two of them got into th

ne
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e
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dge o
lacked up In the cell was n him. | 3 incident
d pm\sur:psr:alu:. 123 100 Much for him. | think his biood He 53id. “The spokesman of the Task Foree is in the best
e cell and brought out ; ur detenti “Onthe nd night, thad N o POSition to speak on the matter. | am not their SpORespeNan
M wares. We racec 1o the main gate of our estate byt the guard “‘_e ifeless body of a man that turned out to be my husbang, On the mgh[ of the second day Or o 11 t nonl Suddenly' I hea:d the met Il:::nst(c?;h;:islnr;:ihl:dwl\ggol&“g;uu;r::‘;:::‘I:I(‘la\‘v\n:: Larm not aware of the incident. Have you <alled the "
on duy refused Lo open the gale for. We banged on the gate _"hat happened 1o him? Did he die 55 a resu of shock or - CIIES Of SOMeE inmates in the male cel to the Task Force officials that N400. 1 bought biscuits and sachet water with the N400 ang  ©' ™ L2808 Task Force? There is no way the Tast &
and called his name but he ignored us. My husband shouted suriocabenin the cell? As | speakta you, the Task Force officers somebod . i . [ never thought the that had share them with others, including Akpan. After we had caten, 21O 3 ather arm of the police to use it faviy w
hus name but he refused 10 open the gate untl we were caught h{::ﬁnmgmin me any tenable cause of his death, 3 0dy had died in his sleep- g person e all St ar the floor . * Anowledge | am not aware of any raid by the poiice w at
n ere 3nd neither 4
n his body was taken out of the cell, someone that was died Was my hlleand A few hours later, | was woken up by a strange snore from 10" BA0S ANIMashaun, Surulere and nedhe: st aware o

death of anyone in Task Force celi



