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(5 21-yearold
sentenced

to 10 years
imprisonment for

sexually-assaulting
minor to death

Eblowei Lawal | Yenagoa

A Sagbama High Court sit-
ting in Yenagoa, the Bayelsa
State capital, has sentenced

a 21-year-old man, Timiondu._,
Jephtath, to 10 years impris-

onment Tor defiling a_five-
year-old rl, which led to
her death sometime in 2016
at Akede community in Sag-
bama Local Government Area
~of the state.
The judge, Justice
E.G.Omukoro, in his ruling in the

suit numbered SHC/4C/2016
with a count-charge of murder

brou%f against the accused
inistry of Justice,

declared that “the charge be-
comes a manslaughter charge
due to the inability of the pros-
ecution to prove the allege in-
tent to commit murder”

In his ruling after consider-
ing the defendant’s plea of
allocutus, Justice Omukoro
declared that the court was
mindful of the youthful age of
the defendant, who could be
' redeemed and make amends
" by way of atonement for his
" action, then ordered that “the
> defendant be detained at the
5 Okaka Correctional Centre in
' Yenagoa or elsewhere as the
®  governor may determine fora
period of 10 years at the plea-
sure of the state.”

it will be recalled that In
2016, the accused, who was
aged 16 years, was arrested
for defiling the five-year-old
girl, which led to her death,
and subsequently dumping
her body inside an aban-
doned fish pond close to his
residence.




