: NO fewer than 100 miners port.
operating between Anka “We know that there are
and Maru local government  states with more security

areas of Zamfara State have  challenges than Zamfara and
been b ‘ xpected that if such

the Emir of Anka, Alhaji At- order would be issued, it
- s T
tahird Ahmad, has distlosed. _ should also cover such states.
==~ According to the News  "Our artisanal miners,
Agency of Nigeria (NAN), who are licensed, have been
Ahmad, who is also the very helpful to the state’s
chairman of the state Council economic growth and they
of Chiefs, made this knownin  have played significant roles
Gusau on Tuesday when the in ameliorating the hardship
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), faced by IDPs in the state by
General Lucky Irabor led ser- supporting them,” he said.
vice chiefs on an assessment.  The first class traditional rul-
visit to the state governor, er, who called for more securi-

~ Bello Matawalle. ty personnel to fight banditry
_ According to him, the-ban-_in the state, noted that “the

dits also killed 10 persons peace and dislogue initiative
- ""during an invasion of a min-__ of our governor has become
“ _ing site in the state. -~ necessary because at the mo-
“  Hesaid the incident, which ~ ment we have less than 5,000
> occurred on March 2, was security men fighting over
~ overshadowed by the ab- 30,000 bandits,” he said.
 duction of the 279 Jangebe Ahmad however assured
schoolgirls by another ban-- the service chiefs that peo-
- dits’ gang which took place ple in the state would con-
on the same day. tinue to pray for their suc-
“The bandits have been cess and urged the CDS to
attacking those involved in ensure that there is synergy
artisanal mining and carting among all segments of the™
away their money and prop- military during operations~
erty. in order to block all escape
‘ “There is a disconnect be- = routes against the criminals. =
tween miners and bandits Responding, the CDS com- ~
in the state, so we were sur- mended the role played by ~
prised when the declaration  the traditional rulers in fight-~
of ‘no fly zone’ was recently ing crime and urged them *
slammed on our state over to continue to engage their °
suspected arms supply and subjects in giving credible in-
illegal mining when the state  formation that would lead to
does not even have an air- the containment of bandits.




