Tuesday night in Ruga
‘ Garu village n Jegs
Lotal Government Area of
Kebby State when the canoe
n wiuch they were tisveliing
capsizd at Tungar-Gegero.
when the wicoms were tav
elbng t© 3 market in negh-
houning Madaa village.

The developmeant
prompted the state governol,
Abubakar Anku Bagudu; the
Commissional  for  Finance,
bralim Mohammed Augie,
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drown as boat capsizes in Kebbi

-Kebbi flood disaster coming at worse time —Buhari

ardd other top government
officialy to pay a condolence
visit to the village

The News Agency of Ni-
gerio (NAN) reported that
the speaal sdviser on media
w0 the governor, Malam Ya-
haya Sarki, sakd the governor
prayed Altah (o forgive the de-
ceased, grant them Aljannat
Hrdaus and give their families
the fortitude to bear the loss.
deep shock at the incident,
aiso condoled with residents
o the community and ad-
monished them to accept the
incident in good faith

The chawrman of Kebbi
State Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (SEMA), Alhaji

Sanl Dododo, said: “At about
1030 p.m., there was an
Inctdent at Tungar-Gegero
in Jega Local Government
Area, where eight persons
lost their lives in a canoe
mishap.

"Women and children,
about 10 of them, were on-
board with only one opera-
tor.

“They started the journey
and crossed to the other
bank of the stream success-
fully, but on their way back,
the canoe capsized and all
the occupants drowned in
the water”

Dododo, however, said that
the operator was able 1o save
two women, adding that the

remaining eight drowned in
the river.

Meanwhile, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari has ex-
pressed deep concern over
recent heavy floods In parts
of Kebbi State that led to loss
of lwes, submerged thou-
sands of hectares of farm-
lands and houses, destroyed
farm produce and personal
belongings in affected com-
munines.

A statement issued by the
senior special assistant to the
president (media and public-
ity), Garba Shehu, in Abuja,
on Wednesday, said the pres-
gent regretied the oming of
the disaster 3s it came when
efforts were ongoing to boost

local rice production.

The statement quoted hsm
as saying: “| am particularly
sad over this Incident be-
cause Iit's a setback to cur
efforts to boost local rice pro-
duction as part of measures
to stop food imponation.”

President Buhan noted
that, “Kebbi State = the focal
point of our policy 1o produce
rice locally as pan of this ad-
ministration’s  commitment
o agricultural revival, which
suffered relative neglect in
favour of focd importation.

“With the loss of six lives
and snll counting, thousands
of hecares of land flooded
and esomated eConoims
losses of mare than M1 bdlion

by rice farmers in Kb State,
we face 2 macr seack inow
efforts to boost local food pro-
duction.

“This bed news couldn't
have come 3 3 worse 5me
for our farmer: and other Ni-
gerans who lpoked forward
to a bumper harvest ™a
yEar in order 1o reduce e
CITErt aSronomwal =€
the costs of food e in the
markets.”

The presiclent, wide sym-
pathising with the bereaved
families and Zrmers sffeced
by the devastanng fioocs, Aas
assured Mat “we afe going 1o
work closely with the Kebid
State govermment N order
bring retief 1o the wiromse”
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