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FEATURES

Born-Again Xtian Stabbed To Death Over Girlfriend
•‘My son stopped drinking, smoking, began to give me happiness, then he was murdered’

By Ishola Michael | Bauchi  On Jun 6, 2020

THE Gundis family of Dass in Dass Local Government Area of Bauchi State will never forget Friday, 29 May,
2020. This was the day life was snuffed out of their 19-year-old son, Zaloti, during a fight reportedly over a
girl.

Zaloti’s father, 65 years old John Gundis, spoke to Saturday Tribune at his two-room residence about his grief.
He said he was yet to come to terms with the reality that he will never see his son again. “I have been denied
the joy of seeing my son grow to become something in life,” he groaned.

The bereaved father said: “Zaloti was our last born. He finished secondary school in 2019 and was still
struggling to further his education when his life was cruelly cut short. They shattered his dreams and left us in
everlasting agony.”

Mr Gundis, a civil servant with the Bauchi State Water Board, said: “Although my son was stubborn, we all
loved him and cared about him. We continued praying for him to return to being a good boy. He had been
influenced by peer groups to veer off the path of goodness and engage in activities that did not reflect well on
him.”

He said the late Zaloti had caused the family a lot of sadness and anguish because of the criminal activities
which he and his gang engaged in at various places within and outside Dass. According to him, Zaloti was
once remanded in prison for 10 days for jumping bail after he was arraigned for an offence. The man noted,
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however, that one thing gladdened his heart: his son, shortly before his murder, had begun to retrace his steps.
He said this was very much to the surprise of everyone in the family.

 

He said: “One day, after Easter in April, Zaloti woke me and his mother up and started crying. He said he knew
that he had caused us a lot of unhappiness with his lifestyle but now he had realised his mistakes and he wanted
us to forgive and pray for him so that he could have peace of mind. I told him that that was what we wanted
from him. I said we wanted him to be a good boy; that as the last-born of the family, he was expected to enjoy
special care from everyone. His mother and I then prayed for him. Since then, we noticed positive changes
about him: he no longer went out unnecessarily; he began to go to church; he no longer drank alcohol or any
other intoxicant; there was no more smoking for him. He brought back joy and happiness in the family.

“He went to our pastor for confession and prayers. He joined the youth group and became constantly engaged
in church activities. He even posted on his Facebook wall that he was no longer a criminal but a man of God.
We were enjoying a good time with our son before that fateful day when he was murdered by one of his
friends.”

On what led to the incident, the bereaved father man said: “I am still at a loss because no one has been able to
tell me what actually happened. Some people said he and his friend fought over a girl but no one has told me
who the girl is. What I know is that there is something behind his killing and that is what I want to know.

“On that fateful Friday, he went out in the morning and at about 12.00 p.m., he came back home, went to the
borehole to fetch water before getting ready to go to church for youth fellowship. After taking his bath, he told
me that his friend called and he wanted to go and see him before proceeding to church for the youth
programme. The next thing I heard was that he was stabbed in the neck with a knife by the friend. I want
justice for my son. I want to know what actually led to his murder. I want his case to serve as a lesson to my
other children. I buried him on Monday. I don’t want to bury another child. “

Zaloti’s mother, Mrs Saratu Gundis, said apart from wanting to see justice done in the matter, she would
continue to ask God to touch the life of the person that killed her son. She said: “I want God to touch his heart
so that he can use his life for good things.”

The deceased’s immediate elder sister, who is referred to simply as PA, said she was very close to her late
brother, particularly after he became born-again. “We were always together at home. We always went to church
together for fellowship. He was leading a completely new life. It was as if he knew he was going to die soon,”
she said.

Zaloti’s 21-year-old friend, simply called Ishaku, was alleged to have killed him during an argument over who
between them was truly the boyfriend of a yet-be-identified girl.

Saturday Tribune learnt that the incident happened in the Kanwara area of Dass, near a drinking joint. A source
said: On the fateful day, I saw Zaloti going up and down between 10.00 a.m. and 11.00 a.m. in my area chatting
with people as if he had premonition of his death.”
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The source, who said that he was related to the suspected killer, disclosed that he was at home on the evening
of the fateful day when, at about 5.30 p.m., he received the news of the death of Zaloti during a fight at the
joint. He said he gathered that Zaloti was stabbed in three places on his body by the assailant during an
argument over who was the real boyfriend of the girl.

He, however, said the fight was not on a girl people actually knew to be the late Zaloti’s girlfriend because she
had not been seen in town for a while.

The Bauchi State police command confirmed the incident through its Public Relations Officer, DSP Ahmed
Wakili. The police spokesman said a case of culpable homicide was reported from Dass Police Division and
transferred to the SIIB for further investigation.

Wakili said the victim was stabbed in the neck with a sharp object and was rushed to Dass General Hospital
where he was confirmed dead. He said the police had arrested one suspect in connection with the case, while
they were still working to ascertain the immediate and remote cause of the murder.
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BREAKING: No Fresh Probe Of Adesina ―AfDB Board Rules
The Bureau of the Board of Governors of African Development Bank (AfDB) on Thursday foreclosed the
possibility of reopening the probe of the bank’s President, Dr Akinwumi Adesina. At a meeting, the body
declared that an independent investigation was not required as demanded the United States of America… Read
full story

NCDC Releases New Guidelines On COVID-19 Patients’ Treatment, Discharge
The Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) on Thursday announced a new case management guidelines
for the treatment and discharge of COVID-19 pandemic patients. Its Director-General, Dr Chikwe Ihekweazu,
made this known at the Presidential Task Force on COVID-19 (PTF) media briefing in Abuja… Read full
story

UN Puts Nigeria’s Electricity Access Rate At 57%
No fewer than 110.7 million Nigerians out of a 195.8 million estimated population had access to electricity as
of 2018, according to the latest global energy progress report. This represents a 57 per cent national electricity
access rate compared with the global average of 90 per cent, says the report launched at the… Read full story
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Akinwumi Adesina And AfDB
AFTER the Ethics Committee of the African Development Bank (AfDB) had returned a ‘not guilty’ verdict on
the bank’s president, Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, who had been accused by a group of whistleblowers of approving
certain appointments and contracts that were in breach of the financial institution’s statutory and… Read full
story

COVID-19: Nigeria Records 350 New Cases, Total Now 11,516
The Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) has confirmed 350 new cases of COVID-19 in the country,
bringing the total number of confirmed cases to 11,516. The centre disclosed this on Tuesday night via
its… Read full story

COVID-19: African Nations Get $9.8bn As IMF Supports 66 Countries With $23bn
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has provided over $23 billion in emergency financial assistance and
debt relief to 66 member countries facing the economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic. According to
information sourced from IMF’s website on Thursday, sub-Saharan Africa got the highest support of $9.81
billion… Read full story

Osun Relaxes Curfew, Now 9pm To 5am
The governor of Osun State, Mr Adegboyega Oyetola, on Thursday, announced a new set of guidelines that
would guide the second phase of the gradual reopening of the state’s economy, following the lockdown
imposed by the government in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic… Read full story

COVID-19: Nigeria Experiencing Steady Rise In Maternal, Child Mortality ― PTF
The Presidential Task Force (PTF) on COVID-19, on Thursday, lamented that the country is experiencing a
steady rise in maternal and child mortality as a result of disrupted essential services, due to the COVID-19
pandemic… Read full story

Through Facebook, Three Brothers Kidnap, Murder 55-Yr-Old Mother Of Five Children
Three brothers of one Emmanuel family, Johnson, Gideon and Success, have been arrested by the police for the
kidnap and murder of one Mrs Janet Ogbonnaya. One of the three brothers, Johnson Emmanuel, had lured the
woman, a mother of five children, via Facebook from her Gwagwalada home where they allegedly… Read full
story

Police Give Account Of How 21 People Were Killed In 2 LGs In Zamfara
Zamfara State police command has said 21 people were killed in attacks carried out in two local government
areas of the state. This was contained in a statement signed by the police image-maker… Read full story
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