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construction, was situated
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ing when the incident hap-

government Ommcials have
ordered that works be

or the Incident.
“We should stop using peo-

benga Fadeyi, who confirmed
the incident, said the reports

building collapse will be in-
vestigated.”

Police arrest three over bureau de change operators’ death in Lagos

Olalekan Olabulo | Lagos

The gang members were
said to have taken the bu-

THE police in Lagos State reau de change operators
cﬂ—m‘(&an abandoned building at
“pected members of a ) _gang__ Odogunyan area of lkorodu,
who allegedly abducted and - where they were bound and

_killed two bureau de-change shot dead, after they had

operators at_lkorodu area of

paid N1.6 million as ransom

the state in March.

The suspects were arrested

e s e AR ETTE
Egectlgr Anti-Robbery Squad
(SARS) after a directive from
the state Commissioner of
Police, Zubairu Muazu,

they reportedly dumpeg the
The bureau de change op- corpses of the busingfsmen

erators_were_identified as _

“Alhaji Yakubu Musa and oned building at Odognyan.
as u In his confession, one of the

gone for a business tr:
Honwith the gang when they

_were murdered.

into an account provided by

t%gnz;\r?ested suspects were
identified as Oluwatosin
Olarewaju, Mayowa Olawuni
and Babatunde Idris; and

in a septic tank in ¥ aban-

suspects, Oluwatosin, said
that “Pencil {the leader of
the gang) and | planned the

deal, but the intention was
not to kill them. Pencil said
| should convince the opera-
tors to come; that an Alhaja
wanted to buy $10,000.

“The operators came on a
motorbike and called us from
trailer park bus-stop, Odos-

glUNuan Dot cowed
own motorcycle rider to take
the operators to a building’s
boys’ quarters around Odo-
gunyan.

“By the time | joined them
at the boys’ quarters, | met
the men lying down with
their hands tied. Pencil asked
me to lie on the floor too, so
as to make it look like | didn’t
have a hand in the game.

“Pencil told them that the
person they came to meet

was owing him 10,000 dollars
and that his gang had come
to collect the money.

“They started beating the
operator. | also received
my share of the beating to
make it look real. The oper—
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eating them; that they
would give him money for
their freedom.

“Pencil instructed them to
transfer the money into one
Femi’s account, but when
Pencil called to know if the
money had been paid, the
account holder said no.

“At that point, he changed
the game plan. He threat-
ened to kill me alongside
the operators if he did not
receive alert on the pay-

ment. He said he suspected
| was playing pranks by ask-
ing the person at the other
end not to reveal he had

received the alert. He said _

if he did not receive the alert
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“At that point, one of the
operators suggested that
another account, should be
given to him to pay into. That
was when [ contacted Oluwa-
funmilayo, the nurse that
treated me when | was sick.
The operator paid in N1.6
million into that account.

“By 8:00 p.m., same day,
they tore the operators’
clothes and used the pieces
to cover their mouths.
When | asked Pencil why he

was doing that, he asked if
| wanted to teach him his
job.

“He took one of the oper-

ators to the back and later
r the caranA ~m-. 1ic

gﬁg't: [)%t of them dead and
said that was the only way
to cover up our tracks since
they knew me.

“Next day, we contacted
the nurse to go and with-
draw the money from the
bank. But by the time we
got there, she said she could
only withdraw N500,000.

“Kenneth  collected it
from him. She later gave
us another N500,000 and a
balance of N470,000. | got
N340,000 as my share of
the loot.”



