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® Pregnant woman, school proprietress, pupils,
~ residents die as building collapses in Lagos

Lagios State fovernor, AKINWunmi Ambode at the scens

By Olalekan Olabulo,
Tunde Alao, Leon Usighe

tira streets on the is-
land of lagos State on

ing that their children and
relatives would be rescued.
Nigerian Tribune gath-

T was wailing on Mas- _ered that the building

_sey, Ita Faji and Apa- _caved in at about 10:00

a.m., when the students
had already settled in their

_Wednesday, as_more _classrooms.

than aﬂozﬁﬁe_ chool pupils A resident of the col-

and residents died when a

lapsed building, confirmed

“Three-storey building and a_ to the Nigerian Tribune

_penthouse collapsed in the

enthouse collapsed in the  that the building was

.#é&__LL—__——ET—\marked for demolition, but

_More than 14 people, in-
_cluding_th
a school in the building, and
a pregnant woman were as

fternoon

“reportedly killed in the inci-

dent.
More ool pu-
pils, including a set of twins,

were also reported dead.

Some senior students of
the school had reportedly
been taken out to the On-
ola area of the Island for
sports when the incident
occurred.

The building, situated at
63 Massey Street, directly
opposite Ifa Faji market,
was used as a school and
for residential purpose.

It was gathered that the
building was distressed and
had been marked for dem-
olition by officials of the La-
gos State Building Control
Agency.

The school, Ohen Nurs-
ery School, was reportedly
moved to the collapsed
building some years ago
after some parents com-
plained of the condition of
the building it was initially
using.

parents of pupils and res-
idents of the building were
seen around the scene of
the rescue gperatien, heop-

the developer found a way

ietress of _ to stop it.

The resident, who said
that he was at work when

_he received the news of the

incident, also stated that
the developer did some
renovations works on the
building two years ago.

Also, a resident of the
area, who simply identified
himself as Adewale Owoso
told the Nigerian Tribune
that “it was like a boemb.
We were just sitting down
in front of the school when
we heard a Joud bang.

“We all ran into different
directions, but when we
came back to ourselves, we
realised that it was a school
that collapsed.

“We quickly maobilised
and began some rescue
operation; and we rescued
more than 20 people be-
fore the emergency work-
ers arrived.”

A woman, identified as
lya Mola, said: “Many peo-
ple didn’t even know that
there was a school there,
but | know that they called
the school “Aunty Esther
School.

“That was the third place
that the school would be
relocating to in that area. It
gecupied a decked building

Crowad at the scene of building énllapse in Lagos State.

' in front of its present loca-

tion, but the school propri-
etress relocated them to
the collapsed building.”
Another resident of the
area, who simply identified

himself as Taofeek said “the
building was very weak and
it was marked for demoli-
tion about two years ago.”
Taofeek also added that
some of the residents had

packed out of the building.
Another. resident, Sodiq
told the Nigerian Tribune
that “it was first marked for
demolition in 2011, but the
owner managed to prevent

the demolition.

. “Somehow, the building
was renovated about three
years ago, but it was still
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visible that

was' “defggA i

- as building collapses in Lagos

of the Lagos State Emer-
_ gency . . Management
Agency (LASEMA), Adesina

iamiyy, while speaking
'h newsmen at about
Op.m., on Wednesday,

—said that 40 people had

i been‘"‘i"escu,’ed as at that

{ Massey Haspltal. very close
t5.the scene, while others

were takeh 6. the Lagos
Island General Hosmtal Qh

Bruad Street!

A worker at th Massey“ >

Hospital, who
the Nigerian

She also said that six of

those rushed to the gen-

eral hospital had also re-

partedly dled amund the

The ngeral

‘these

Manager

ing with joumausts said
that the state government
‘'would | ensure that vic-
tims of the incident were
treated free.

As of the time of ﬂllng
reports, officials
of LASEMA, Lagos State
(Fire Service, Federal Fire

ice, Lagos State Am-
ervice and Ju-

ground to rescue those still
trapped under the rubbles
. of the building.

Aﬁbode commiserates
‘with victims' family, prom-
“ises to assist

Meanwhile, = Governor

. Akinwunmi Ambode visited

the scene of the collapse
where he was briefed hy
the officials.

Ambode, who mmm»s-
erated with the victims’

families, said government

would take assessment of
distressed buildings in the
metropolis and determine
their structural stability.

He also assured the fam-
ilies of . the victims that
government would support
them in the time of their

© travails.

“While we appreciate the
efforts of the public in the
rescue mission, we urge
you to please give room to

‘the rescue teams to have
access to the building in

their rescue efforts.
“We thank all of you,
the security agencies that
responded to this trag-
edy. We will do everything
possible to ensure that we
rescue those that are still
trapped,” Ambode assured.

- Buhari

Buhari sympathises with
victims’ families

President  Muhammadu

Buhari has said that he is

‘extremely saddened by the

collapse.

According to a statement
issued by the Special Ad-
viser to the President (Me-
dia and Publicity), Femi
Adesina, the president
sympathised with the par-
ents and relations of the
deceased, wishing them
God's comfort.

He also wished the in-
jured speedy and complete
recovery.
commiserated
with the government and
good people of Lagos State,
and pledges assistance of
the Federal Government
as may be required by the
state.

We pray for the de-
ceased, survivors —UK
The British Deputy High

Commissioner in Nngena,
Harriet Thompsom, also
said that she was shocked
and saddened by news of
the building collapse.

“My thoughts and prayers
are with those who have
lost loved ones, those who
have been rescued, those
still trapped and the rescue
team. | hope there will be
more survivors,” she said.

Atiku commiserates with
building collapse victims

Presidential ~ candidate
of the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) and former
Vice President of Nigeria,
Atiku Abubakar, has said
that he was saddened by
the tragic loss of lives, fol-
lowing the collapse of the
building.

Abubakar, who said he
could feel the pains and
loss of the victims’ families,
having bid their children
and family members fare-
well in the morning and

ant woa:n, school propnetress, pupils, res1dents die

not being able to welcome
them back home again.

In a statement signed by
his media adviser, Paul lbe,
“Atiku Abubakar, on behalf
of his family, expresses his
deepest condolences to
the families and friends of
those affected by this trag-
edy,
“He prays for comfort and
strength for the affected
families, as they mourn the
loss of their priceless jew-
els”

The PDP presidential can-
didate said that no resources
should be spared in rescuing
those children who might
still be trapped in the rub-
bles, and in treating the in-
jured.

He also called for investi-
gation into what might have
led to the collapse of the
building, saying that appro-
priate sanctions should be
applied, to stem the inces-
sant collapse of buildings in
the country.



