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State, as well as some parts
of Kachia Local Government
Area, razing several houses,
while injuring many resij-
dents.

The News Agency of Ni-
geria (NAN) reported that
Maro was one of the villages
that came under attack two
weeks ago.

Although, the police were
yet to confirm the full details

Tuesday.
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of the attack, a source from
the village told NAN that
the armed men, numbering

in_the _ over 200, invaded the vil-

A resident, Paulina Irimiya,
confirmed that the attack

Mrs Irimiya allegi d that
the attacks were carried out
by armed Fulani men.

~Some areas in Kajuru Local
__Government _had received
attention recently following
_a spate of violence that led
to the death of many.

- TAnother villager, whosim-

ply identified herself as Ra-

courred around 6.30 am. ’
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he said some_herdsmen

“What I've been told from
several sources is that the

,Mmuhole village has been de-

their lost cows, but later, _stroyed,” he told Premium

things took another turn

Times via telephone on

_when they st they started shooting  Tuesday afternoon.

people. .
e
“Many houses were burnt,

including a church where

women where having their

fellowship.

“As | am talking to you
right now, | have lost my un-
cle and my grandfather, and
I have counted four other
bodies,” she said.

The National President of
Southern Kaduna Peoples
Union, Sclomon Musa, said

chael, said that_at least six__the latest attack claimed a

people were killed by her

whole village.

President Muhammadu Buhari (right) receiving briefing from the Kaduna State governor, Mallam Nasir el-Rufal, at the State House, on

Mr Musa could not state
the casualty figure as infor-
mation he should have got-

_ten from village heads came

from other sources. This, he
said, was due to the arrest
of heads of villages in the
area.

Meanwhile, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari, on Tues-
day, met behind closed doors
with the state governor,
Mallam Nasir el-Rufai, at the
Presidential Villa in Abuja.

NAN gathered that the gov-

ernor might have used the
opportunity of the meeting
to brief the president on the
fresh attacks on the commu-
nities.

el-Rufai had earlier, via
a statement issued by his
spokesman, Samuel Aruwan,
confirmed the attacks of
some communities in Kajuru
and Kachia local government
areas.

The governor said security
agencies were already work-
ing to contain the situation.

The statement said Gover-
nor el-Rufai condemned the
recourse to violence, while
calling on all communities to
support government’s efforts
to restore calm in the areas.

“Today, the Kaduna State
government was briefed by
security agencies about re-
newed attacks
cal Government Area, and in

expanded security meeting
presided by President Buhari,
that the death toll as a result
of the-communal clash in Ka-
juru Local Government Area
of the state had risen to 130
as against the previous ﬁgure

f 66.

Meanwhile, Sokoto State
governor, Alhajl Aminu Tam-
buwal, has commiserated

with the People gf,_R:rz_lzb.ah__

Local- Governm: Ar
e state where not less than
16_people were killed ol

. fée governor disclosed this

while addressing journalists
during a state broadcast on
Tuesday, saying that the ban-
dits attacked three communi-
ties in the local government.
According to him, “l wish to
commiserate with the people
of Rabbah Local Government
Area, and, indeed, the entire

parts of neighbouring Kachia——people of Sokoto State, on

rnment Area.

“The state government has
been assured that security
agencies are working assidu-
ously to contain the situation.

“The government is sad-
dened by these attacks, con-
demns the perpetrators and
urges all residents of the area
to support the security agen-
cies in their efforts to protect
the communities.”

NAN reported that the — di

outcome of the meeting
between the president and
el-Rufai, which lasted less
than an hour, was still being
awaited as of the time of fil-
ing this report.

el-Rufai had, on February
19, told State House corre-
spondents, after briefing an

he loss of our brethren to an-
other bandits’ attack in Dali-
jan, Rakkoni and Kalhu com-
munities on Monday night.
“This development, once
again, makes it necessary to
call on our security personnel
to rededicate themselves to
their duty of defending the
lives and property of our peo-
ple.
"They should avoid being
m their consti-
tutional role by those who
seek power at the cost of lives
of the people,” he explained.
The governor further
prayed to Allah to forgive
the deceased and grant their
families, as well as the people
of the state, the fortitude to
bear the loss.




