Soldier, DSS
official feared
dead in
A/Ibom
= gov's escorts
ng accident
je- Iniobong Ekponta | Uyo
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for AT least three security of-
sk —_ficers were feared deadom
\er.Juesday in_a ghastly acci-

dent involvi escort

- team of Governor Udom

)I'?- Akwa Ibom
he gia :

ite

The incident occurred at
the lkot Akpan Ishiet por-
i the Onna-l
road, about a kilometre to
“the governor’s hometown, —
— Awa, in Onna Ltocal Goverm-—
ment Area.

ose feared dead in-

. cluded a soldi o

P other official of the De-

= _partment of State Services —
(DSS), while five other sol-
diers and mobile policemen
who were injured had been
taken to a hospital in Uyo,
the state capital.

“The road is still under
construction and the dust
haze made visibility to be

‘ poor. The vehicles, four Toy-
ota Hilux vans ran bumper
to number and some veered
off the road and crashed
with impact.

“The driver of one of the

KL

‘with air bags, but he |

dead when he was pulled
_outofthe rubble.

_“The soldier badly hit
in accident attempted to
get up three times but fell
— down, still clutching his ri-
fle. His colleagues rushed

down to remove his military

‘gears and boots for him to_

catch some fresh air before

being moved to hospital.

" When contacted on
bill phone, the Police Public Re-
of lations Officer (PPRO), DSP

in Odiko Macdon, did not pick
calls put through to him on
i his mobile line.

The Senior Special Assis-
tant (SSA) to the governor
on Security Matters, Captain
Iniobong Ekong, and the
oM Chairman of lbom Power
old Company, Mr Etido Inyang,
MY who coordinated the rescue
Mi-  operations, expressed shock
ind 4t the incident.

The governor’s convoy
ce  was returning from his final
ro- rounds of campaigns in Mbo
jon and Uruefong Oruko Local
for Government Areas and was
for - scheduled to round off the
ted campaigns in Onna when

the incident occurred.
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