The suspected robber, Samuel Okechukwu

Suspected
policein

EKPONTA-UYO _
S security forces
move in to re-
. store peace in

Udobong community in
Eti 1 Govern-
ment Area of Akwa Ibom

Stite; one person has been
reported killed as hood-
Tums clashed with the po-

In the last couple of
weeks, the Tkot Udobong
community had been un-
der siege by opposing cult
_ groups OVer the recent

Killing of a youth leader
' of the area, one Sunday
eremiah, last Friday.

In reprisal  attacks
that followed, Metro
learnt more killings were
recorded on Monday,
forcing the police to move
into the community, with
the arrest of one of the
suspected gang mem-
bers, while others fled.

To .rescue ir _men,
members _of the gang,
accordin sources,
ambushed the police van

carryingthe suspect at
the Edem Akai portion of
the Iwukem-Afahaohong
high way, where they en-

gaged themina shootout.
One of the policemen,

according an eyewitness
in Iidem Akai community,

gang accosted one James
Eke along Pound Road,

Akwa lbom

was shot in the hand. The
source added “when the

police responded, ane of of Police,

the cultists was killed”.
It was gathered men

Athe troubled IKOL_of the Joint Task Force

(JTF), comprising mobile
policemen and soldiers
who later joined in the
operation, overpowered
the gang and took the

do  not going to give the money

for. (0
one of her daughters.

“The suspect, alleged to be
had

an unserious person

Tep! & the.

“Wh
Police
Officer,

after his

Titas Fy s I : 5
public Relations after his younger broth
repotied the incident to the

Superintendent

corpse in their van.
The Commissioner
Mr Donald
‘Awunah, said peace had
returned to the area, but
would not confirm the
casualty figure.

The chairman of the
local Government, Hon-
ourable Udeme Wilson
Eduo, who spoke with

interrogateq Dy it punuy,
Okechukwu confessed to

Metro, corroborated the
police commissioner’s
position, saying all se-
curity machineries had
been put in place to re-
turn peace to the trou-
bled community.

In the last couple of
weeks, several cult-re-
lated killings had oc-
curred in Ikot Udobong

the driver to come down,

cultist killed in shootout with

community and its envi-
rons, forcing local resi-
dents to live in perpetual
fear.

“Right now, it is danger-
ous for one to be outside
after 7:00pm, Enobong
Essien who fled the com-
munity to the neighbour-
ing ITkot Obioma village
told Meiro.

mother over late sister’s

. __yahﬁger -’bizuth_ér‘

Oluwaseye had

day evening aceosted his
mother and demanded
for his shave of his sister’s
property.

The mother was said to

have insisted that she was

to the suspect, leading to 2

was

Jice at Ogombo police sta-
tion. '

According to h

one Akintunde Ay

, the

"he had gone to his mother
io
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