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Protest over murder of Plateau Monarch turns bloody
4 killed, 3injured +Govt declares 24-hr curfew <IGP orders arrest of his killers
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to restore law and order in
the state, Captain Ikedechi
Iweha, said a dusk till dawn
curfew had been declared
in Bokkos town follow-
_ing the unfortunate killing
of the traditional ruler by
‘unknown gunmen and the
hijacking of the situation
by some irate youths, thus
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This further aggravated
the tense situation, as the
irate youths became more
aggressive and poised for
confrontation with the secu-
rity men.

In an attempt to take
the Fulani chief out of the
tense environment, the se-
curity men shot into the air
to disperse the protesters
and in the process gunned
down four youths, while
three others sustained in-
juries.

This development led to
declaration of a dusk till
dawn curfew in Bokkos by
security operatives and the
state government.

Spokesman of the ‘Opera-
tion Safe Haven’ deployed

disturbing the peace in the
local government area.
Meanwhile, the Deputy
Inspector General (DIG)
of Police in charge of op-
erations, Joshua Habila,
has appealed to youths in
the area not to take law into
their hands and cooperate
with the security agencies

towards restoring normalcy
to the community.

The DIG, who represent-
ed the Inspector-General
of Police, told the people
of Bokkos while on an as-
sessment visit to the area
that the police was making
concerted efforts to fish out
the perpetrators of the das-

tardly act.

According to him, the po-
lice had deployed more of
intelligent personnel to the
community, adding that
investigation revealed that
the perpetrators were still
within the community.

The DIG also left behind
the chopper which bought

Acting Vice Chancellor (VC), Obafemi Awolowo University (OAU), Professor Anthony Elujoba (left) and the Public Relations Officer of the
institution, Mr Abidun Olarewaju, with some supporters, rejoicing over the election of Professor Elujoba as the acting VC, in lle-Ife, Osun State,
on Thursday. PHOTO: NAN.

Elujoba emerges OAU acting VC
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THE Senate of the Obafemi
Awolowo University (OAU),
Ile-Ife, on Thursday, elected
Professor Anthony Adebolu
Elujoba as the acting Vice
Chancellor (VC) of the insti-
tution.

The development was in
compliance with the Mon-
day’s directive of President

Muhammadu Buhari to the
university Senate to appoint
an acting VC, pending the
appointment of a substan-
tive VC.

According to release
signed by the Public Rela-
tions Officer (PRO) of the
institution, Mr Abiodun
Olanrewaju, the emergence
of Elujoba came after more
than two hours of heated
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debate, presided over by
the outgoing Deputy Vice

Chancellor  (Administra-
tion), Professor Omolayo
Ajayi.

It added that more than
200 professors of the in-
stitution, who came for the
meeting, eventually elected
Elujoba with 201 votes over
his compatriot, Professor
Adebayon Lamikanra, who
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polled less than 10 votes.

The new acting VC is an
accomplished academic,
who had served as the
Dean, Faculty of Pharma-
cy; chairman, Committee
of Deans and chairman,
Ceremonials Committee of
the University for several
years.

It will be recalled that the
workers of OAU, under the

him to comb the area to fish
out the perpetrators.

Meanwhile, hundreds of
youths under the aegis of
‘Plateau Speak’ trooped out
in their large number on
Thursday, to protest the kill-
ing of the traditional ruler.

They carried placards with
different inscriptions de-
nouncing the Federal Gov-
ernment posture to the kill-
ings in the state, but were
dispersed with teargas by
security men deployed to
the government house.

In a related development,
the acting Inspector-Gen-
eral of Police (I-GP), Mr
Ibrahim Idris, has directed
the Deputy-Inspector-Gen-

-eral of Police, Operations,

Joshack Habila, to ensure
the arrest of the killers of
Chief Agai, the traditional
ruler of Bokkos in Plateau.

The directive was con-
tained in a statement issued
by the Force spokesman,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Don Awunah, in
Abuja, on Thursday.

Idris said those behind
the gruesome murder of the
monarch would be fished
out in record time for pros-
ecution.

aegis of Non-Academic Staff
Union (NASU), Senior Staff
Association of Nigerian
Universities (SSANU) and
the National Association
of Academic Technoligists
(NAAT), had protested the
methods used by the dis-
solved Governing Council
in the selection of Professor
Ayobami Salami.

They equally petitioned
President Buhari, who sub-
sequently ordered the uni-



