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Plateau: Newly appomted LG boss kidnapped,
murdered day after swearing-in

|Ism5uomvo Jos ST

“trailed the appo_mt

““ment and swearing
“-in of Honourable

Hosea Azi as the Caretaker

~Chairman of Jos East Lo- _road

cal Government Area of
Plateau State has been cut
short by the gruesome mur-
der of the council boss a day
aﬂer he was sworn in.

“Hon Azi and Mr Naomi
Garba were sworn in as the
Management Committee
Chairman and Permanent
Secretary respectively, last
Thursday, by Governor Si-
mon Lalong at a colorful
ceremony that attracted
many eminent personalities
from the state.

The deceased was a for-
mer member of Plateau
State House of Assembly
during the tenure of former
Governor Joshua Dariye.
He was appointed chairman
Management Committee,
following removal of Mr
Sanda Agwom Daura, who
was replaced as a result of
a petition against him by
stakeholders from the local
government.

Governor Lalong, during
the swearing-in, said the
replacement of the Manage-
ment Committee Chairman
was borne out of respect as
always, for the yearnings of

the people and the resolu-
tion of the House of Assem-
bly as mandated by law.
Sunday Tribune gath-
ered from family of the de-
ceased that Azi was travel-

ing along Nasarawa to Abuja
road, on w?ien ﬁe

“Was accosted and abducted

by’klanappefs who had laid

ambush for him by mount-

inga roadblock on the high-.

way.

The family source said
while they attempted to
whisk him away, there was
a struggle with the kidnap-
pers and in the process, the
car rammed into the up-
coming truck, killing Hon-

ourable Azi instantly, while
other three passengers had
serious injuries.

It was further learnt that
the accident attracted other
road users who rescued the
kidnappers and took them
to nearby health centre
where they made confes-
sional statement about their

mission.

The state Police Public
Relations Officer, Abuh
Emmanuel, confirmed the
development to our corre-
spondentm Jos. “Iam wait-
ing for detailed information
from the DPO in charge of
the area to get details of what
actually transpired.

impose leaders on us,’ stress-
ing that what Idoma people-
need is to consolidate on the
achievements already re-
corded.

He told the royal father
that he decided to pay hom-
age and seek his blessing as
he steps into the ring once
again.

In his response, the royal
father noted that as the royal
father, his duty was to bless
his subjects who venture
into politics and charged
politicians to play the game
devoid of violence.

ONSA funds I only provided consultancy services —Ayu

LeonUsicee-Aswa

FORMER Senate President,
Iyorchia Ayu, has rejected
links to arms deal following
the mention of his name as
one of those who benefit-
ted from arms procurement
funds allegedly misappro-
priated by the Office of the
National Security (ONSA).

In a statement made avail-
able to the media in Abuja
on Saturday, he argued that
he could not have collected
monies from the Federal
Government to buy military
weapons and equipment as
being alleged.

Ayu was listed among
those being investigated by
the present administration
as he was said to have been
a beneficiary of the fund to
the tune of N345 million.

However, he conceded
that Starbriid Limited, the

firm named to have received
the money belongs to him
but added that the money
it received was payment for
the provlsmn of consultancy
services on security and
electoral matters.

Ayu pleaded that neither
Starbriid nor himself was
involved in the business of
satellite and security equip-
ment as being alleged by the
media reports which quoted
the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission
(EFCC).

The reports had suggested
that the charges brought
against detained former
NSA, Sambo Dasuki (retd)
by the EFCC, included ap-
proval for the transfer of “an
aggregate sum of N345 mil-
lion being part of the funds
in the account of the ONSA
with the Central Bank of Ni-
geria (CBN) to the account

of Starbriid Limited,”

In denying the claim,
Ayu stated;: “To the best of
my knowlelige, neither the
company nor I deal in sat-
ellites and security equip-
ment.

“However, when I served
on the National Security
Council as Minister of In-
ternal Affairs, I got educated
that various aspects of secu-
rity work could be pushed

under different classifica-
tions.

“Any funds remitted to the
company were for consul-
tancies on security related
and electoral matters.”

The former Senate Presi-
dent further explained that
he was approached at some
point by the former NSA to
provide requisite advise and
consultancy on difficult is-
sues.

He added: “When Colo-
nel Sambo Dasuki assumed
duty in June 2012, he ap-
proached me to assist based
on my background as a so-
cial scientist, and my previ-
ous involvement in govern-
ment.

“Understandably, 1 pro-
vided the requisite advice
whenever consulted on dif-
ficult issues,” he claimed.

Appeal mbunal upholds Abaribe’s election

TNWO Anm

THE Election Appeal TI'l-
bunal sitting in Owerri,
Imo State, on Friday night,
upheld the election of the
Chairman, Senate Commit-
tee on Information and Na-
tional Orientation, Senator
Enyinnaya Abaribe.

The Appeal Tribunal,

My mandate comes from Rivers people —Wike
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which set aside the earlier
ruling of the Abia State Na-
tional Assembly Election Pe-
titions Tribunal, which sat in
Umuahia, said that Abaribe
was validly elected as the
Senator representing Abia
South Senatorial District.
The Election Petition Tri-
bunal sitting in Umuahia
had ordered a rerun election
in Obingwa local govern-
ment and some wards in Ug-
wunagbo Local Government.
But the Appeal Court struck
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set aside the judgment of the
lower tribunal, which had
ordered a staggered rerun
election.

The Court, however, held
that the petitioners failed
to prove their allegations
challenging the election and
added that Abaribe’s election
was valid as it complied with
the electoral Act.

It also faulted the decision
of the tribunal to reject the
replies of Abaribe, PDP and
INEC declaring that it was
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