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Troops kill dozens of fleeing terrorists from Sambisa
7 Boko Haram commanders arrested in Yobe

From CHRIS AGBAMBU AND
JAMES BwaLA

ROOPS of 26 Task
‘Force Brigade 1n

Gwoza, Borno

State, on Wednes-

day &vening engaged Boko
Harami terrorists fleeing
fo

Haram Terrorists (BHT),
while, the Mi -24 and Mi-35
attack helicopters further
carried out interdiction
mission at some identified
targets all in Sambisa for-
est.

According to him, the

- ATR-42 and Diamond-142

surveillance aircraft con-

“tinued with their ISR mis-

belonging to the terrorists
were seen at some loca-
tions in the forest.

He added that the Chief
of Air Staff has reiterated
his assurances to all Nige-
rians that the air assault
would continue until total
victory is achieved.

In a related develop-
ment, troops have arrested

Gaidam Local Government
Area of Yobe State in the
North-East, Nigena.

A statement from the
Army spokesman, Colo-
nel Sani Usman, revealed
that two vehicles were also
seized from the fleeing in-
surgents.

Colonel Sani said the ter-
rorists were currently being

movements and planned
attack by Boko Haram ter-
rorists around Damasak
area, “the Nigerian Air
Force is conducting air sur-
veillance and armed recon-
naissance in the area.”

He gave the assurance
that the troops were fully
committed to the fight
against Boko Haram terror-

Yorce sions over Damasak, Alafia  two key members of the interrogated. ists and ensuring security
The fleeing terrorists in and Sambisa forest where dreaded Islamic sect, Boko  According to him, follow- for law-abiding citizens in
seven vans-and some mo- SOm€ abandoned vehicles Haram, in Gaidam town of ing reports about suspected the troubled areas.
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‘quite a number of them.

Army spokesman, Colo-
nel Sani Usman, said the
troops also destroyed their
vehicles, weapons and
motorcycles. They also
recovered a vehicle, one
motorcycle and two AK47
riffles and large quanti-
ties of 7.62mm NATO and
12.7mm ammunitions.

The troops have intensi-
fied their patrols and of-
fensive actions against the
terrorists in the area.

Meanwhile, as part of
his new strategy to tackle
the Boko Haram terrorist
group at the North-East, the
Chief of Air Staff, Air Mar-
shal Sadiq Abubakar, has
authorised the immediate
establishment of a 2-Level
Hospital at the largest In-
ternally Displaced Persons
Camp (IDP) in Maiduguri.

The Air Chief also ordered
the construction of a bore-
hole to service the hospital
and other people within the
camp.

The National Security Ad-
viser (NSA), Major General
Babagana Monguno (rtd),
accompanied by the service
chiefs, visited several IDP
camps in Borno, Yobe and
Adamawa states includ-
ing Dalori Camp last week
where it was observed that
the elderly men, women
and children were in dire
need of more healthcare
and water supply.

Consequently, the Chief of
Air Staff gave the NAF Di-
rector of Medical Services
the marching order to es-
tablish a hospital with full
complements to enhance
the IDP healthcare needs.

Air Force Spokesman, Air
Commodore Dele Alonge, in
a statement on Wednesday
said that the Nigerian Air
Force has intensified the aer-
ial bombardments of Sam-
bisa forest as the F-7 fighter
aircraft carried out interdic-
tion mission over designated
targets and suspected Boko

Haram locations.

He disclosed that the Al-
pha Jét carried out armed
reconnaissance and at-
tacked some moving ve-
hicles belonging to Boko
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From left, Kaduna State governor, Nasir el-

Rufai: Chief of Air Staff, Air Marshal Sadique Abubakar and the Commandant of the Air Force
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Institute of Technology, Air Commodore Musibau Soladoye, at the 44th convocation of the institute, in Kaduna, on Wednesday. PHOTO: NAN.
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THE Ondo State govern-
ment, on Wednesday, said
no suspected member of
the Boko Haram was ar-
rested in the state, describ-
ing the report about the ar-
rest as untrue, and a ploy to
create unnecessary fear in
the state.

The Commissioner for
Information, Kayode

Army denies 150 Yobe resi
drowned fleei

Crikis AcBAMBU — ABUIA

THE Defence Headquar-
ters, on Wednesday, denied
the rumour that the Boko
Haram terrorists shot dead
150 people while many oth-
ers fleeing the attack were
drowned in Yobe River mid
afternoon of Tuesday.
Acting Director, Defence
Information, Colonel Rabe
Abubakar, in a statement
disclosed that the story was
not true, utterly scurrilous
and very misleading
According to him, “the
truth of the matter is that
the military got an intel-
ligence report concerning

f Boko Haram in Ondo —Govt

Akinmade who stated this
during an interview with
newsmen, said the threat
of Boko Haram insurgents
in the state was a designed
ploy by unscrupulous ele-
ments to create tension and
fear among the people.
Akinmade  maintained
that the state remains the
safest and most peaceful in

the country.
Akinmade

said there

was no record of arrest by
the police or the military,
explaining that security
meeting which was held
in Oke-Agbe, Akoko was
a normal monthly meet-
ing which the governor, Dr
Olusegun Mimiko, ordered
must hold between the
chairmen of local councils,
community heads and se-
curity agencies across the
state.

dents dead,

ng Boko Haram attack

a planned attack by Boko
Haram on Kukuwa-Gari
village in Yobe State.”

He said that following the
tip-off, troops and civilian
JTF laid ambush between
Kukuwatashi and Kukuwa-
Gari villages and the insur-
gents ran into them and a
gun-battle ensued in which
four Boko Haram members
and one civilian JTF lost
their lives.

The defence spokesman

noted that at the end of the

encounter, 2 x AK 47 rifles
and 2 x motoreycles used
by the Boko Haram terror-
ists were recovered.

He said “the Armed Forc-
es implores the media to

always seek clarification
of stories before going to
press as most of these un-
substantiated reports tend
to embolden or encourage
the terrorists to believe
they are invincible, thus in-
stilling perpetual fear in the
minds of the citizens, espe-
cially those in the contested
areas of the North-East.”
Colonel Abubakar added
that the military is doing all
within its powers to protect
lives and property of Ni-
gerians in any ‘part of the

country and thus, “solicits .

cooperation and under-
standing of the media to be

partners in progress in this
noble task.”

The commissioner ex-
plained that there were se-
ries of such security meet-
ings across the state to
ensure the maintenance of
peace being experienced in
the state.

He said “It is misleading
and unfortunate that some
people will allude the rea-
son for a regular meeting
on security matters in the
state to the imaginary in-
flux of Boko Haram mem:-
bers.

“The meeting is not new
as it has been holding be:
fore now and it will con
tinue to hold because it ha
proved useful in the course

_of ensuring adequate secu

rity in the state.”

Akinmade said there wa:
no threat to the peace bein;
enjoyed by the people of the
state while he said adequat:
measures had been put 1
place to ensure security 0
lives and property.

The commissioner urge

- the people of the state t

go about their normal busi
nesses without fear, assur
ing that the state has wha
it takes to maintain th
most peaceful status, as th
various arms of the securit
agencies have been coop
erative.




