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Arsonists set Baptist Church ablaze, kill pastor’s daughter

...Northern Christians seek govt’s intervention

PAS::HAL OKEKE Anu.m

ARELY one week

after an attack on

a branch of Liv-
ing Faith Church,
_popularly @l_lgt]_th& Win-
ners Chapel, in Giwa,
Headquarters of Giwa Lo-
cal Government Area of
Kaduna State, by two un-
identified arsonists, the
Baptist Church at Gldan

Maso village in Rggn Lo-
cal Government Area of _

Kano State has been set

ablaze and the residence of

the pastor, Reverend Ha-
pila Garba, burnt by lrate
ynuths
““Diring the incident which
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occurred on April 1, at

about 7.30 p.m, one of the
pastor’s daughters died of

suffocation and most parts

of the house destroyed as a

: ,].ﬂLnf_thiLﬁI e.

The president of “Ta-
rayyar Masihiyawan Ni-
jeria” (Hausa, Fulani and
Kanuri Christians), Gen-
eral Ishaku Ahmed Dikko,
told journalists on Tues-
day, in Abuja, that the

burnt down in the presence
of the Christian commu-
nity, despite pleadings for
them to stop the destruc-
tion. The arsonists gath-
ered cornstalks and put
inside the church, in order
to aid combustion. This
made the action to seem
deliberate and for ulterior
motives.

He said: “The Christians
present exhibited great
Christian qualities by
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intention was to kill one =

youth, Yahaya Joshua, who

converted to Islam, but
later on reverted to Chris-
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tianity.
Dikko said the church
and all the properties were

not taking law into their
hands by trying to stop
them by force. Rather
than the arsonists to see
reason, they were infuri-
ated, which led to setting
the house of the pastor,
Reverend Garba ablaze
as well. As a result of the
fire, one of the pastor’s
daughters died of suf-
focation and most of the
house destroyed.

“'I‘hey a]so attacked and

wounded Bawa Adamu
and Aminu Dauda, who re-
ceived machete cuts, lead-
ing to broken arms. Others
received similar wounds,
but of lesser degrees.”
Dikko added that the
cause of the barbaric act
was to kill one youth, Josh-
ua, who converted to Is-
lam, but later on reverted
to Christianity. The youth
had escaped on learning of

the plan to l-ull him. They,
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therefore, set the church
and pastor’s house ablaze
and went about maiming
and wounding any Chris-
tian they saw.

“The incident was imme-
diately reported to the po-
lice and the District Head
at Rogo. As of the time of
filing this report, no infor-
mation was received about
the action taken or if any
arrest was made.

“Hnwever all the wound-
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ed know and can identify
their attackers by name
since they all belong to the
same village,” he said.

The Tarayyar Masihi-
yawan Nigeriya is calling
on the authorities to take
necessary steps to stem or
stop all these harassments
and molestations of inno-
cent Christians for what-
ever reasons.

“We have the right to be-
long to any religion of our
choice and live anywhere
in this country. We call on
the authorities at all levels
to rise up to their respon-
sibilities of protecting lives
and properties of every

- citizen in this country,” the

group said.

9 suspects

still in police
detention over
presidential
election in
Lagos

NINE persons arrested
in Lagos State for alleged
elections related offences
on March 28, have re-
mained in police cell with-
out being prosecuted, the
News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) reports.

Lagos State police com-
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