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FLOOD resulting from an early morning downpour in Atikeke community of Gaa-Akanbi area of Ilorin has washed away a four-year-
old baby boy.

The Nigerian Tribune gathered that the incident, which occurred around 7:30am on Sunday, caused confusion and uneasy among
residents of the community.

It was also gathered that the death of the deceased, simply identified as Gideon, came barely two months after two other boys
were killed in the same community when flood sneaked into their apartment while they were asleep.

Eyewitness account revealed that the incident happened when the grandmother of the victim was taking members of her family
to church for early morning devotion.

It was also gathered that the boy slipped inside the river on getting to the narrow path where a steel was laid across the river for
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passersby while the old woman was taking four of her grandchildren to church.

"I saw them when they were coming; I was on the other side of the river.

“The old woman waited for her grandchildren to pass one by one, but the boy in front of all of them slipped off and fell inside the
river.

"I think the steel laid across the river for people to pass was slippery due to the early morning rain,” the eyewitness said.
It was also gathered that the old woman was seen wailing uncontrollably, asking sympathisers to help search for the boy.
“Ah, when my son slipped inside the river, he was calling my name.

“God. I'm doomed. Who do I tell this and how do I explain this to anyone my, God?

“You people should go and help me look for his dead body. My God, I'm doomed,” the woman said.

Meanwhile, at least four children were killed and 200 houses were destroyed in a downpour which ravaged a suburb of Gusau
metropolis of Zamfara State.

The Nigerian Tribune gathered that the downpour started around 7.00 p.m. on Saturday evening.

According to the Ward Head of Barakallahu, the affected area, Mallam Abubakar Bawa, the downpour claimed the lives of four
children.

Bawa, disclosed that three out of the four deceased were the children of a policeman identified as Sergeant Ibrahim
Ruwandoruwa.

He revealed that the policeman lost a six-year-old daughter and two sons.
The ward head reported that the fourth child was found in a collapsed Islamic school death.

He said about 200 houses were destroyed, including a jumaa mosque, saying that officials from the Zamfara Emergency
Management Agency (ZEMA) had already swung into action to assess the damage done in the area.

As of the time of filing this report, most of the affected people who lost property worth milioms of naira were stranded.
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