 GANIYU SALMAN, IN LAGOS

@ AGOS State boxing Lhdm~
= " pion, Phillip Eugene H
@~ wason %Et’urdﬁ?t?kmyt
' dbdiof Rowe Park's swimming
_pool dead by lifeguards qt_tacb_t_:_
~ to the facility:.
" Eugene won the gold medal for
- Orile Agege in the 75kg category
. at the recent Ibile Games and had
- been tipped by boxers, coaches
and referees as potential world
| champion.
. Tribunesport gathered from
- two of the lifeguards at the pool
- that Eugene was reluctant to pay
' the mandatory N500.00 (five

-' “e. NIGERIA striker,

 Is recovering.

hundred naira) required fnr the
use of the facility.

“He said he could only offer one
hundred naira and the fact that we
saw him in Lagos colours encour-
aged us to let him in,” said one of
the guards, who added that two
other boxers who came in with Eu-
gene paid the required fee.

“He even told us he was not inter-
ested in swimming but that he was
at the poolside to relax ahead of his
bout at the Lagos Monthly Boxing
Show usually held at Rowe Park.”

However, Tribunesport’s inves-
tigation later revealed Eugene was

not in the shedule of bouts lined up
for the night.

Nsofor hit by injury

Victor

. Obinna Nsofor, has been
\ h.lt by a minor injury and

nike, Ahmed Musa, Kenneth
Omeruo and Ogenyi Onazi
were the others who watched
from the sidelines as their

- Nsofor is one of 30
players in the pre-

. World Cup camp of
. the African champi-

ons
\ ' The 27-year-old

strlker was one of
‘the seven players
‘who did not dress
in Nigeria's inter-
;Ilatmnal friendly
ainst  Scotland
Wednesday.

Ii-

- John Obi
Mlkel Vincent
e Enyeama, Em-

, manuel Eme-

teammates played out a 2-2
draw with Scotland.

It has now been confirmed
that Nsofor, who playved at
AC Chievo on loan from Lo-
komotiv Moscow since Janu-
ary this year, is recuperating
from a minor injury.

“Yes, he has a slight knock
but the team doctor has as-
sured that it is not some-
thing to worry about. He 1is
expected to be okay,” spokes-
man for the Nigerian men’s
national team, Ben Alaiya, told

supersport.com from Phila-
delphia.

Boxer diesinside
swimming pool

' Eugene it was gathered, plunged

into the 12" ft depth of the pool tak- —
ing the guards who were attending
to an injured swimmer, unawares.

Sunday Lucky,one of the two box-
ers who came in with Eugene, was
in the pool when Eugene jumped
into the water.

“He made a sommersault, so
I didn't know he was a beginer-
swimmer, said Lucky who alerted
the guards that somebody was in
the pool and when it was discov-
ered that Eugene was no longer on
his seat, with his phone, purse and
belongings on the table, the guards
informed the pool’s manager who
asked that they searched for him
inside the pgtrhem his body was ____
later discovere®s. -

The manager pro called one
of the doctors attachéd to Lagos
State Sports Council, Dr George,
who pronounced Eugene dead.

Chairman, Lagos Boxing Associa-
tion, Monsuru Liasu, got in touch
with the state’s Director of Sport, Dr
Kwesi Tandoh, to inform him of Eu- —
gene's death.

However, a search on Eugenes
pair of trousers revealed that he had
a sum of N7,010, passport photo-
graphs and two ATM cards of a first-
generation bank in his possession.

Meanwhile, his telephone con-
tinued to ring while Lagos State
sports officials continued to
browsed his phone to inform rela-
tives of his death.

His body was later taken to the
mortuary by a Lagos State ambu-
lance service.




