
3/3/2014 Robbers invade Vine Branch Church, kill 2 police officers

http://tribune.com.ng/news2013/index.php/en/news/news-headlines/item/34650-robbers-invade-vine-branch-church,-kill-2-police-officers.html 1/3

Home Editorial News Columns About Us Business Package Contact us Advertising Check Mail Saturday Pages Sunday Pages

Free Second Medical Opinion From The Largest Hospital In The Asian Region, APOLLO HOSPITALS GROUP, To The Nigerian Tribune Readers

Rate this item (0 votes)

Robbers invade Vine Branch
Church, kill 2 police officers
Written by  Tunde Ogunesan Monday, 03 March 2014 00:00 font size   Print Email

DISQUS_COMMENTS_COUNT:0 Comments

THE first Sunday service in March at Vine Branch Church, Queen Elizabeth   Road badan, ended in

a traumatic experience on Sunday, as armed robbers invaded the church with an attempt to cart

away 'The Lord's offering and tithe,' killing two police officers in the process.

Nigerian Tribune reliably gathered that the robbers were suspected to have laid ambush in the

church, only to swoop on the officer of a second generation bank who usually come to pick the

church offering and tithe.

It was also gathered that the officer had stepped into the church to pick the cash while the robbers

who were already inside the church swooped on him. On sensing that the bank officer had not taken

possession of the 'goodies', the robbers shot in the air and caused panic among members.

As the robbers were attacking the bank official in the church, simultaneously, two police officers who

were 'cooling their nerves' in their van, one in front of the van and the other sitting at the back, were

shot dead right in their van. Interestingly, the driver of the bank's vehicle was spared.

An eyewitness informed the Nigerian Tribune that an attempt by one of the robbers to shoot the

driver, who was in mufti, was saved by another colleague who reportedly argued that the driver was

not a police officer.

The gunshots thus alerted members of the church, causing confusion in the church as members

scampered for safety. Some other members of the church who sustained injuries while scampering

for safety were said to be receiving treatment in a nearby hospital after the incident.

When the robbers also got wind that their actions could be monitored from the projector hung in the

church auditorium and the monitor room, they attempted to cut all monitoring networks around the

church.

However, the robbers searched frantically but were unsuccessful in their attempts to  get the cash.

Confirming the incident, the Police Public Relations Officer (PPRO), Oyo State Police Command,

Olabisi Ilobanafor, said "the command lost two officers gallantly in the unfortunate incident."

She, however, said the officers died during the exchange of fire between them and the robbers,

adding that one of the robbers was shot and was carried away by his colleagues.
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