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THE attempt of two friends, Yisa

Kamorudeen and Usman Waheed

to join another friend, Oyinwola

Emmanuel in welcoming his new

baby into the world turned

calamitous in Igbeti town, Oyo

State, when Kamorudeen

mistakenly shot Waheed to death

while hunting in the bush for

games to use in celebrating

during christening.

The incident, which occurred on

Saturday, February 8, brought serious grief to the families of the three men who were said to be

close friends who used to hunt together. The joy which welled up within the three families with the

arrival of the new baby got suspended as another life trying to assist the family of the baby’s father

exited the world

Crime Reports gathered that on Friday, February 7, Kamorudeen and Waheed decided to help

Emmanuel to hunt for animals to use in serving well wishers after his wife  was delivered of a baby

boy on Wednesday, February 5. Being hunters who were already used to one another, they did not

hesitate in moving into the bush at about 10p.m. that day.

Five hours after, it was learnt, Kamorudeen erroneously shot Waheed where he lay to sleep with

Emmanuel while he moved around hunting. He was promptly arrested after the matter was reported

at Igbeti Division of the Oyo State Police Command.

Narrating how the incident occurred, Kamorudeen (43), who said he worked as a panel beater aside

hunting, told Crime Reports: “We were three friends that used to go hunting together - Oyinwola

Emmanuel, Usman Waheed and I. We were known within Igbeti town in Ibarapa zone of Oyo State
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as friends and we used to move together.

“On Wednesday, February 5, Emmanuel’s wife gave birth to a baby boy. On Friday, February 7, we

decided to go hunting to look for animals that would be used for the naming ceremony. We got to

the bush at about 10p.m. and started hunting round for our preys. About an hour after, we sighted

some guinea fowls which flew away when they saw us.

“Emmanuel and Waheed decided that we should sleep where the fowls flew from till day break so

that we would see them very well at dawn but I opposed the idea of sleeping in the bush, telling them

that something untoward could happen while we would be sleeping. They agreed with me and we

moved from the spot.

“About an hour after again, we got to another place where Waheed sat down and said he wanted to

sleep as he was tired. Emmanuel also expressed the desire to join him. I told them I could not sleep

since we came to hunt, leaving the comforts of our homes. I left and went round searching for

games.

“Around 3.30a.m., I sighted the shiny eyes of what I thought was an animal. I aimed my gun at it and

fired. Immediately, I heard the agonizing cry of Waheed, saying ‘Yeh! Yeh! Who is that?’ I also

shouted ‘Waheed, what is wrong?’ and ran towards him. Emmanuel also stood up. Unknown to me,

Waheed did not remove the hunter’s torch that we used to hang on our heads and it was that that

was caught by my own head torch which I thought were the eyes of an animal.

“I carried him and saw he was hit on the head and chest region. He died immediately. I left

Emmanuel with his body, took the motorcycle we rode to the bush and quickly went to inform his

family. I also went to Igbeti police station to report myself and I was detained.

“Policemen followed us into the bush and brought out his corpse. He was taken to the hospital

mortuary, but I learnt that he had been buried.”

He described the incident as fate, saying that he had been trying to avoid going hunting with the

deceased for the single reason that he loved to sleep in the bush when they went hunting.

“It was because of the need to help our friend get games for his child’s naming ceremony that made

me agree to join them because I never liked sleeping in the bush when we were supposed to be

hunting.”

Kamorudeen also disclosed that the deceased married his first cousin as his second wife after he

got separated from his first wife, which made them relations through marriage. “My cousin had a

child for him before his death but his former wife had four children,” he added.

Also, 36-year-old Emmanuel, the father of the newborn baby, on behalf of who the friends moved to

hunt before the unfortunate incident, corroborated Kamorudeen’s statement. The furniture maker,

who also said that he worked as a night guard, said he was sleeping when he was rudely woken up

by his late friend’s cry.

The state Police Public Relations Officer, Olabisi Okuwobi-Ilobanafor confirmed the incident, saying

that Emmanuel and Kamorudeen had been transferred to the State Criminal Investigation

Department, Iyaganku, Ibadan, for further investigation.
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