THE Ethnic Nationalities Fo-
rum, on Wednesday, rejected
the Federal Government’s
decision on no-go area at
the proposed forthcoming
national conference.

Rising from its meeting in
Abuja, the forum, comprising
about 50 ethnic nationalities

-across the country, also de-

manded for the inclusion
of the right to self-determi-
nation, adding that right to
secession should be enshrined
in Nigena’s new constitution.

This was contained in a com-
munique issued by the forum
at the end of its two days of

-deliberations, which ended
in Abuja, on Wednesday and

The group decided to atten
the planned confab and also
continue with the agitation for
a “proper conference,” which
would produce a new constitu-
tion that should be subjected
to a referendum.

“That whilst the number of
ethnic nationalities character-
ised by a common traditional
territory, common indigenous
language and other distine-
tion, cultural traits that set
each apart from other groups
1s a matter of disputation,
the ethnic nationalities are a
sociological reality

“That they are the sociological
and cultural foundation of the
Nigenian State; that the Nigerian
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of the various ethnic nationalities
comprised within it.

“That the ethnic nationalities
are the original and primary
stakeholders of the Nigerian
project, having existed long
before colonialism and are the
primary targets and sufferers NOT less than 57 people
from marginalisation, op-"“were said to have |
pression and injustice whjch(l in two seperate attacks in
abounds in the country. ‘Borno State, on Tuesday,

“Accordingly and because “3s gunmen suspected to

they are the heart and soul of ﬁmﬂa
the Nigerian State, thenation-  Haram sect attacked Chi-

alitiesdemand as their inalien-—_ hiene WBW
able right that they should bd\/ vernment Area, killing

promotion and retirement.
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given legal recognition in the™~Seven people, while another
constitution and their statusas

separate nation or nationali- 5o cad.

tiesshould also be recognised. & Tocal fold the Nigerian
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day, he had no choice to e

T'ribune that about 20 peo-
ple, who sustained various
degrees of injuries, were taken
to hospitals for treatment.
Earlier, spokesman of the
7 Division, Nigerian Army,

- Colonel Muhammadu Dole,

who confirmed the incident
tonewsmen in Maiduguri, had
said they were still waiting for
the number of casualty, but a
visit to the area by the Bormo

a ow Ter — Otate governor, Kashim Shet-
m_g%’—mm “__tima, put the casulty figure

at 50.
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you out of order.”

57 killed as gunmen attack Borno towns

The governor, whoexpressed
shock over the incident, urged
the people not to flee their
homes, as government was
ready to stand with them in
their hours of need.

He described the incident as
babaric and un-Islamic, while
he promised that govern-
ment would shoulder the bills
of those that were receiving
treatment at various hospitals.

He also promised to recon-
struct the place of worship

desnoyedbvthemmrgmts




