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NO fewer than 12 people were, between late Tuesday and early Wednesday, burnt to death, while

many were injured and  goods worth millions of naira destroyed at the popular Berger area of Apapa,

Lagos.

While officials of the Lagos State government said only five bodies were picked from the scene,

eyewitnesses insisted that at least 12 bodies were counted before the arrival of government officials.

A branch of a bank in the area, four buildings and about 15 vehicles were completely burnt, while

three other houses were partly burnt in the inferno.

Hoodlums also reportedly took advantage of the confusion created by the incident to loot money and

office items, including computers from the affected bank.

Nigerian Tribune gathered that the fire started from a lone incident, involving an articulated

truck,which was conveying 33,000 litres of Premium Motor Spirit (PMS), popularly known as petrol.

The fire, which started around 10.00 p.m on Tuesday, was put out around 1.30 a.m on Wednesday

by fire fighters from Capital Oil , Julius Berger Construction Company, Swift Oil, Lagos State Fire
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Emergency Services and other fire fighters.

Casualties included the driver of the truck, his motor boy, a fruit seller at Berger Suya Bus Stop and

the occupants of three buses, whose drivers were picking  passengers at the bus stop.

Okey Udeagba, president of Berger Business Community, while speaking with the Nigerian Tribune,

said traders at the affected market lost more than N100 million due to the closure of the market on

Wednesday.

“I am dumbfounded  This is a monumental loss. Government and corporate bodies should come to

the aid of the traders. Today alone, we have lost about N100 million,” Udeagba said.

A trader at the spare parts market, who simply identified himself as Onyema, told the Nigerian

Tribune that the truck was coming from Kirikiri when it had brake failure, while efforts by the driver to

halt its movement caused it to tumble.

The content of the tanker was said to have spilled on the road and spread to where a barbecue seller

was roasting his meat, causing a loud explosion.

Another trader, Okechukwu  Nnamdi, who claimed he lost about N8 million to the inferno, stated that

the arrival of fire fighters prevented the fire from consuming the entire community.

The trader, who deals in heavy truck spare parts and industrial engine, said he watched in agony as

the fire consumed all he had in one of the burnt shops.

Another victim of the incident, Bond Eze, said he was speechless but appealed to the state 

governor, Babatunde Fashola, not to demolish the burnt shops.

“I am shocked. I want the governor to please allow me to still sell my burnt goods as scrap. He

should not demolish our shops,” he said.

Another victim, whose commercial bus was burnt in the inferno, Muri Lawal, said his vehicle had

developed fault and that he had just gone to replace the fan belt when the incident occurred.

“I wanted to change the fan belt and the policemen at the bank ordered me to take my vehicle away

from the bank. I was trying to fix the belt when the trailer tumbled and caught fire,” Muri said.

Director,  Lagos State Fire and Emergency Services, Rasak Fadipe, while speaking with the

Nigerian Tribune, said fire fighters from Isolo Oojo and Sari Iganmu were drafted to put out the fire.

“There was heavy spillage, which was accompanied by an explosion which engulfed some buildings

and the cluster of vehicles at the bus stop,” Fadipe said.

Ibrahim Farinloye, spokesperson of the National Emergency  Management Authority (NEMA), said

nine people died, while 60 shops, 12 makeshift shops and four buildings were burnt in the inferno.

The NEMA spokesperson also said the remains of the burnt victims had been deposited at the

General Hospital, Yaba.

Read 1998 times

Published in  Hot News

More in this category: « Plateau killings: Soldiers, police comb Riyom hills for perpetrators

Nobody can blackmail me out of APC —Bafarawa •27 PDP Sokoto lawmakers defect to APC »

One person likes this. Be the f irst of your

friends.
Like

Share the best videos

Share on Facebook

Share on Twitter

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.ng%2Fnews2013%2Findex.php%2Fen%2Fnews%2Flead-stories%2Fitem%2F30441-12-feared-dead-in-lagos-tanker-fire-accident-%25E2%2580%25A25-houses%2C-15-vehicles-razed.html&text=12%20feared%20dead%20in%20Lagos%20tanker%20fire%20accident%20%E2%80%A25%20houses%2C%2015%20vehicles%20razed&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.ng%2Fnews2013%2Findex.php%2Fen%2Fnews%2Flead-stories%2Fitem%2F30441-12-feared-dead-in-lagos-tanker-fire-accident-%2525E2%252580%2525A25-houses%2C-15-vehicles-razed.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.ng%2Fnews2013%2Findex.php%2Fen%2Fnews%2Flead-stories%2Fitem%2F30441-12-feared-dead-in-lagos-tanker-fire-accident-%2525E2%252580%2525A25-houses%2C-15-vehicles-razed.html
http://tribune.com.ng/news2013/index.php/en/news/lead-stories.html
http://tribune.com.ng/news2013/index.php/en/news/lead-stories/item/30345-plateau-killings-soldiers,-police-comb-riyom-hills-for-perpetrators.html
http://tribune.com.ng/news2013/index.php/en/news/lead-stories/item/30442-nobody-can-blackmail-me-out-of-apc-%E2%80%94bafarawa-%E2%80%A227-pdp-sokoto-lawmakers-defect-to-apc.html
http://ads.yahoo.com/clk?3,eJyljW9vgjAQxj-N7yjpH4oashdVgnGTKBmLkXfQHtCJYKDq3KdfiWb7AHvSPvfr3fWOsMBjjMkph3LuU84LGhCPTf3Cn0tcODgIAsaoR5lPKXZIGH-ICN6TRKx3q2EhRr0Vu-wmHqrsXXYP3s1Gj8LSh-xZ.uSmf9CSEU.8Q2F2reWT10LY.VU4E.j1QtUxXvy1fdwOqWricH3fpJLH-4OJ06iJ75hnYUI2qTptV1kT7xO2XR1InPz-fHGc2pjzhIkJjewxvS4uLbiyO7ltZRMt3AaKCbOoWwVf7rk-W4b2WbOhgVyhwXS9hvGpDZxsYNjzCCIUlZD3oJAau3SLmrzqBmTy9gg9KnUPKJdSK2gNmlAO1NoMW8spR3V3GcaZS0Q4ukKtZQMD6vNvUG5tTs0PpkyK8w==,
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CBop5xITOUpCpDqyhigaKlID4Du6PldkElqCGvpEBvuCjkNYBEAEgvMLFClDxgv7OBmC3vIOF9DCgAdLA69wDyAECqQLDKFcblM62PqgDAcgDwQSqBPkBT9CyzaGLJMf-s6aoCG51o9bjwvZ1U0f6ptGUsYQZF0wI7v3Tpsg6AgfH3QJGtDOIt2vwlaWIJf6hm1B0pvUhAXxYHumilK3UISsrNuf349RWqDB-Ms-7D_qE_Th6Sj5f-08hSSdAkwaO7RNTgIq9uT4DoszWfQ0BbR2r3gitxjlcsFBusnZzaeuZISw54s45ZGHrIv-AwjrocaPmDUpfkN1gomTceqxNcp_znJ9_wypzUmJuKZXB0Edl4PU4NI0fd5uIwRgx_TlDTuyRCugZ1lV83bPsE_islOegfrpqmZQGxW5gHq8Sdp7gJv2Hjlrzm6MlvOdntWTmiAYBoAYCgAeWv5Qj&num=1&cid=5GhqteRsyY54eWSdpTSz1N9x&sig=AOD64_08RnstjI4jplynhUCH_TPpCsGarA&client=ca-pub-0431183051255298&adurl=http://www.jumia.com.ng/Asha-210---Yellow-72225.html
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://tribune.com.ng/news2013/index.php/en/news/lead-stories/item/30441-12-feared-dead-in-lagos-tanker-fire-accident-%2525E2%252580%2525A25-houses,-15-vehicles-razed.html%26gl%3DNG%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-0431183051255298%26ai0%3DCBop5xITOUpCpDqyhigaKlID4Du6PldkElqCGvpEBvuCjkNYBEAEgvMLFClDxgv7OBmC3vIOF9DCgAdLA69wDyAECqQLDKFcblM62PqgDAcgDwQSqBPkBT9CyzaGLJMf-s6aoCG51o9bjwvZ1U0f6ptGUsYQZF0wI7v3Tpsg6AgfH3QJGtDOIt2vwlaWIJf6hm1B0pvUhAXxYHumilK3UISsrNuf349RWqDB-Ms-7D_qE_Th6Sj5f-08hSSdAkwaO7RNTgIq9uT4DoszWfQ0BbR2r3gitxjlcsFBusnZzaeuZISw54s45ZGHrIv-AwjrocaPmDUpfkN1gomTceqxNcp_znJ9_wypzUmJuKZXB0Edl4PU4NI0fd5uIwRgx_TlDTuyRCugZ1lV83bPsE_islOegfrpqmZQGxW5gHq8Sdp7gJv2Hjlrzm6MlvOdntWTmiAYBoAYCgAeWv5Qj&usg=AFQjCNGLcAadidbrKOl97OfcJGx9_t09dw
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

