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False alarm caused Anambra church stampede —Archbishop

APC, APGA trade blames
Umeh calls for arrest of Ngige
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THE Catholic Archbishop
of Onitsha Diocese,
Most Reverend Valerian
Okeke, has attributed the
stampede at Holy Ghost

Adoratio Uke
Anambra State, to “false
7 AR

Okeke said at a news
conference on Sunday
that the stampede was
not caused by sabotage
and that the church was
not suspecting any sabot-
age, saying, “it is an un-
fortunate incident.”

Represented by Rever-
end Father Uche Ukor,
the Director of Social
Communications, Okeke
also denied reports that
the stampede was caused
by a snake that pur-
portedly came out from
somewhere.

“In the early hours of
Saturday, November 2,

there was a stampede
moments after prayers

should take the blame for
turning a house of prayer
into a house of politics.
The party argued that the
innocent souls who died
at the vigil would be alive
today had Obi and the un-
popular candidate he was
seeking to impose on the
people of the state, Willie
Obiano, not gone to the

praying ground to engage

in wrongful politicking.

The APC, while saying
that there was nothing
wrong in a state governor
going to a vigil, explained
that such visit should not
be impromptu in order
for the organisers to make
the necessary security ar-
rangements.

It also said such a visit
should also not be a li-
cence to engage in polit-
ical campaign.

The party condemned
the plan by the governor
to set up a panel to in-
vestigate the stampede,
saying its position was
based on the fact that Obi
himself was at the centre

t Holy Ghost Adorati
. ‘—XHL of the whole tragedy.
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“The stampede, which
occurred while people
were going home, resul-
ted in the loss of some
lives. Some are still in-
jured and receiving treat-
ments in some hospitals.

“The stampede was re-
portedly caused by a false
alarm raised by some-
body in the crowd along
one of the narrow roads
out of the town.

“The crowd was so much
that people wanting to
leave all at the same time
made it very difficult for
people to find enough
space to move.

“Vigil was  usually
held. at the centre on
every first Friday of the
month,” he said.

Hold Obi
responsible —APC
However, the All Pro-

gressives Congress (APC),
on Sunday, said the Anam-
bra State governor, Mr
Peter Obi, should be held

responsible for the stam-

_pede at a vigil in Uke that _ to politicise the gathering
IEﬁM people dead. that was meant strictly for
The party said this in a prayers,” APC said.
statement issued in Lagos
by its Interim National - s
Publicity Secretary, Al- glb;::accuses Ngige,
haji:iEaiMobammiedy<des " " T T T
claring thﬂ#;thmghvermr LHbffgfﬁ s Eﬁ“er?m

b!ﬂl,l 2 2 f{‘* (1012 j‘nj'u

BHisesd " Hazirteeaga

“Setting up a panel to
investigate the cause of
the stampede will amount
to seeking to be a judge In
your own case. The only
cause of the stampede is
the governor’s ill-advised
visit to the vigil. Inform-
ation at our disposal has
it that the stampede was
triggered by the gov-
ernor's overzealous se-
curity details who man-
handled congregants as
their principal was exit-
ing the venue of the vi-
gil. The security details
were said to have been
irked by the murmurs of
disapproval that greeted
the governor’s attempt to
campaign for his candid-
ate, Mr Obiano.

“It is, therefore, disin-
genuous for the gov-
ernor’s spin doctors to be
shifting the blame on the
supporters of our candid-
ate, Senator Chris Ngige.
The simple truth is that
there would have been
no stampede if Governor
Obi had not come to the
vigil or, even if he had
come, had not attempted

Obi has accused a former
governor of the state and
governorship candidate
of the All Progressives
Congress (APC) in the
November 16, 2013 elec-
tion, Dr Chris Ngige, of
instigating the tragedy in
Uke, Idemili North Local

“Government Area of the
state, which claimed

about 30 lives.

Governor Obi, in a broad-
cast to the people of the
state on Sunday, alleged
that while he was speak-
ing on the occasion of
the Christian programme
where the stampede oc-
curred, some people were
shouting “Ngige slogan
and waved brooms.”

Obi said: “When I was
called upon by the priest
to speak as the governor
of the state at about 12
midnight when the mass
ended, a group of people
located in three different
spots started chanting
Ngige slogans and wav-
ing the brooms of the All
Progressives = Congress
(APC) and the pictures of
Dr Chris Ngige, the APC’s
standard-bearer in the
November 16 governor-
ship election.

“It took up to 20 minutes
for the priest to calm them
down. 1 was surprised
that some people would
turn a prayer ground into
a campaign venue.

“I have directed all se-
curity agencies to do
everything possible to
unearth the cause of this
mayhem. A panel of in-
quiry will soon be consti-
tuted to investigate what
happened,” adding that
“I have declared three
days of mourning start-
ing from yesterday (Sat-
urday) ‘in honour of our
departed ones.”

The governor said he was
invited to the programme
by the priest in charge,
Reverend Father Em-
manuel Obinma, saying
he went to the programme
with his elder sister, Rev-
erend Sister Martina Obi,
the National Chairman of
APGA, Chief Victor Umeh,
among others.

He said: “I have direc-
ted all security agencies
to do everything possible
to unearth the cause of
this mayhem.
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Similarly, Abia State
governor, Chief Theodore
Orji, has condoled the
government and people
of Anambra State over
the unfortunate deaths
of 27 worshipers that oc-
curred last Saturday

Meanwhile, former
Vice-President Atiku
Abubakar has also exten-
ded his condolence to the
families of those killed in
Anambra State during a
church vigil at Uke.

The former vice-presid-
ent regretted that such a
tragedy would befall per-
sons who had taken out
time to commune with
their God, and called for
a probe into the incident
to avoid acrimony in the
state.

Atiku expressed his
condolences to famil-
ies of the victims, the
people and government
of Anambra State and the
Catholic Church over the
tragedy.

He prayed for the re-
pose of the souls of the
dead and comfort to their
families to bear the loss.

Umeh calls for

arrest of Ngige

THE National Chairman,
All Progressives Grand
Alliance, (APGA), Chief
Victor Umeh, on Sunday,
called on the Inspector
General of Police, Mo-
hammed Abubakar, to
arrest all those involved
in the stampede at Ad-
oration Ground at Uke,
Idemmili North Local
Government Area, Anam-
bra State, leading to the
death of 28 worshippers.

Umeh also called on In-
spector General of Police
to effect the immediate
arrest of Senator Chris
Ngige for his role in the
death of 28 worshippers
at Holy Ghost Adoration
Arena at Uke.

Umeh, in a chat with
newsmen in Awka, urged
the police to move for
Ngige’s arrest for instig-
ating the pandemonium
that ensued at the end
of the crusade which left
scores of people dead and
injured.

Umeh, who hinged
his call on the actions of
Ngige and his supporters,
wondered what his sup-

DFtEI‘S were ﬂ'mng at the'

nwsade grm.%d mth ;Lhe;r

1305 ".' .H'|F-. J

party symbols consisting
of brooms and posters of
Ngige if it was not part
of an orchestrated plot
to cause confusion at the
prayer ground in search
of cheap propaganda.

Umeh said: “From what
happened at the Holy
Ghost Adoration ground,
it was obvious that the
mayhem and pande-
monium were carefully
planned and executed by
Dr Chris Ngige's team.

“He has been very no-
torious for this type of
antics. Having wasted
about 25 human lives, it
will be so little to say that
the police should (only)
come here and ask people
questions.

“Ngige should be imme-
diately arrested because
the signs were there that
he planned and executed
this unfortunate tragedy
for the fact that people
who infiltrated the arena
carried his brooms and
campaign posters and
chanted solidarity songs
without any justification.”

Umeh recalled that
Ngige was earlier at the
venue the previous day
to participate at the mass
without being moles-
ted by anybody, but that
knowing that Obi would
come the next day, he
wanted to come but was
prevented by the organ-
izers in order to avert a
clash of interest.

He regretted, however,
that despite being stopped
from coming, Ngige had
gone ahead to instigate
his people to disrupt the
Friday vigil to score cheap
political points, noting
that he had always dis-
played such destructive
tendencies in churches
by coming in the middle
of service where those he
planted would hail him.

In a related develop-
ment, the Catholic Arch-
diocese of Onitsha, Most
Reverend Okeke led the
mourning mood with
thousands of Anambra
people, especially Cath-
olics, praying for the re-
pose of the souls of the
deceased.

In a press briefing yes-
terday at Onitsha, Rev
Okeke said that the incid-
ent happened at the end

of the programme at the .
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. Comrade Emmannelﬁs-
agha ‘National President
of CGEASU disclosed th*
on Sunday after an ext:
ive meeting with lectm‘el
of NOCEN on improve-
ment of salary and mnda-
tlons of service. -
~ Asagha Tioted that the
college Jecturers = were
the least paid among the
62 cﬁlleges of educatinn
in the country, ‘while the

dents pay emrbitant
tllltlﬁn

He sald the natmnal
hod of the union would
ﬂght to ensure that lec-
turers in - the institution
were no longer treated as
umdﬂr-dogs, which under-
mmes the hardwark ﬂmy
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