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Suspected ritualists arrested
by Niger Police command

ADELOWO OLADIPO - MiNNA

““"HEN three
i . youn -
B¢ ers of giwarj

©  gxtraction
in nger sta ¢ conspired

to source for human head
in their neighbourhood
for money-making rituals
purposes, hardly did it oc-
cur to them that the long
arm of the law might soon
catch up with them.

The  three suspects,

whose names were given
as Saleh Ibrahim (35),

Us Lashi Sarki (30
and D a Doma, a.k.a.
Operator, (2 ars

conspired with other peo-
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wa

ple which included a Fu-

lani man simply ide

as Gajere, no large
who had allegedly given

them a dried human skull

to go and grind.
- It was further learnt
that another unidentified
PHCN employee who is
also on the run had prom-
ised to get the three sus-
pects mercury to accom-
plish their aim.

Nemesis however caught
up with them on Monday
August 26, few hours after
Ibrahim lured a 10-year-

old boy, Ishaya Segi, from

his father’s farm at Amale

village in Shiroro Local
Government of the state,

put him on his motorcycle
and abducted him to Lashi

village, also within the

council area where his two
other accomplices were
waiting for him.

Saleh was said to have
urged the boy to accompa-
ny him to his friend’s place
in the neighbourhood, af-
ter which he would bring
him back to the same
spot where he had picked
him. The victim was said
to have followed Saleh,
unknown to him that he
would never return alive.

A police source at the
homicide section of the
Criminal Investigation
Department, Minna in-
formed Crime Reports
that no sooner was the
victim brought to Lashi
village than the third sus-
pect, Doma, brought out a
very sharp cutlass and cut
off the head. The head was
removed from his body by
Sarki who is said to be a
son to the late village head
of Lashi.

The source added that
during interrogation,
Sarki confessed that he

was contracted to bring
the 10-year-old boy's head
by Gajere for money-mak-
ing ritual.

It was further learnt
that during police investi-
gation, the boy’s head was
traced to Saleh’s residence
of Saleh while he later
took the police to two oth-
er accomplices. The police
were taken near river Er-
ena in Shiroro Local Gov-
ernment Area of the state
where the headless body
of the boy was buried in a
shallow grave.

According to Saleh, he
initially resisted when
Sarki informed him that
one Gajere contacted him

to bring a head of the little
boy, but after convincing
him, he decided to go out
in search of a boy.

Efforts towards appre-
hending Gajere who con-
tacted the three suspects
for the job had not yielded
any result as at the time of
filing this report.

Confirming the inci-
dent, the state’s Police
Public Relations Officer,
Mr. Richard Adamu Ogu-
che, an Assistant Super-
intendent of Police, said
investigation into the mat-
ter had since commenced,
after which the three sus-
pects would be arraigned
in court of competent ju-
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NDLrA LO SECK uie suppui
of other security agencies
in Oyo State to do a joint
operation so that we could
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was recovered as exhlblt
as well as dangerous weap-

ons some of the suspects

risdiction for prosecution
on charges of conspiracy
and culpable homicide.

He revealed that the
command directed all
police outposts within
Kaffin-Koro Division and
the DPO in Kaffin-Koro
to reach out to the com-
munity leaders in the
area to know if there was
a reported case of miss-
ing child, an effort which
yielded result on Friday
30 August 2013, when an
Amale village-based farm-
er, Pa Segi Gayaga ap-
peared at the state’s police
headquarters to identify
the 10-year-old victim as
his son.

tion as successful, séying
it had brought a stronger
synergy among the secu-
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cause my husband, Sina,
sells marijuana at Iwo
Road. I never knew he was

-

while those touna to nave
violated the law would be
prosecuted accordingly.




