From PATRICK TITUS,

Uyo
AKWA Ibom state govern-

ment has abolished corporal ‘

punishment in both public and
private schools in the state,
while it closed down two in
| E¥et fq; reas;m of neghgence

l! reke

and Ada Eso Okereke of
Saintly Nursery and Primary
School who drowned after
fallen into an open septic tank
belonging to their School,
while two were rescued at
Roseland Nursery/ Primary
School also in Eket by staff
who rushed in following their
screams for safety.

Another was the incidence
at the Secondary Commercial
School , Tkot Etok Udo where
a female JS2 student, Miss
Idara Udo Ibanga was re-
ported dead as a result of re-
ceiving three strokes of the
cane from a school master.

Commissioner for Educa-
tion in the state, Dr. NseAbasi
Akpan who made the an-
nouncement while undertak-
ing inspection of the drown-
ing scene at Saintly Nursery/
Primary School, blamed the
death of the two pupils to
poor facilities as well as negli-
gence and non challant atti-
tude of the School Authorities
towards the welfare of the chil-
dren.
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He directed the School
Management to use qual-
ity materials in con-
structing the soak away
which was undergoing
reconstruction at the time

;i ] i »f l of the visit and instructed 5

the Inspectorate Dw:smn
of the Ministry to revisit the
school to ensure comph-
ance.

On the corporal punish-
ment, the commissioner
c)oéunseled the principals

- and teachers that it was un-
ethical to be involved in the

administration-of -corporal

punishment on. students.
"pointing out that offenders

would be disciplined.
Meanwhile the proprie-

“tor of the school and the

teacher who administered
the corporal punishment . -
that resulted in the death of
the student had been ar-
rested and detained by the
police in the area.
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Ekiti NMA carpets Oni over
teaching hospital’s condition

From OLADELE
ADEDAYO; Ado-Ekiti
THE Nigerian Medical

Association (NMA), Ekiti

<1 The ‘Cominidsioner-who! ¢ State Chapter saidiatcused
frowh%ci af fie'detdy bF Hcili-¥ > the! Stata Goverrsor; Mr.
txes i mMést! privdts 'sthbols! > SeghnOni of minninga glo-
Watriéd that* heAcerbith’ the?? rify ‘University Teaching
State Ministry of 'Bdudation”’ Hbspit] in the . state capi-

would embark bh'a tompre-
hensive Inspection’ of pfivate’ "
Nursery and®‘Secondary :
Schiools to ascertain the ‘qual-

ity of infrastructure in such -

schools and appealed to par-
ents to desist from sending
their children to schools with-
out prescribed facilities.
Akpan who also an-
nounced the withdrawal of
Authority to operate "the
school directed the Divisional
Police Officer of Eket who was
‘in his entourage alongside
with the team of education of-
ficials to seal up the school
premises, condoled with the
parents of the late pupils who
were present at the school dur-
ing the Commissioner’s visit.

.+ Ojo. who

tal, Ado:Ekiti . { -y . 1

- y Bhie; $tate: Chairman of
. NMA, Dr: Idowu Pms Ade-
made the
accusation at a news confer-
ence to mark the Associa-
tion’s 2009 annual general
meeting held at its State Sec-
retariat in Ado-Ekitiyester-
day lamented that the
Teaching Hospital had re-
mained what it used to be
without any improvement,
a year after it was estab-
lished.

The NMA boss also

stated that the Teaching
Hospital was just existing in
the name and increase in the
number of personnel with-
out equipment and the
infrastructural facilities that
could hasten the develop-

ment of the Health institution.

According to him, “the
Teaching Hospital after one
year of its existencé, no single
structure has been added to it

‘different: from what it inher-
itéd ‘from the Specialist

Hospital “.

#If this continues, ‘the

dréam of having a good teach-

.ihg hospital will be a mirage

and the College of Medicine

will be dwarfed” he stated.
Dr. Ade-Ojo lamented that
there are more patients in the
Hospital than the number of
qualified Doctors, while

_neccessary surgical equipment

were also lacking.

He therefore called on the
State Governor, Mr. Segun
Oni to pay more attention to
the development of the Teach-
mg Hospltal so that it would

not continue to be a teaching
hospital on the pages of News-
papers.

Speaking on the poor state
of Nigerian health Sector, the
NMA State Chairman however
attributed the development to
the long years of Military rule
in the country which he posited
had had negative effect on the
growth of health system in the
country.

He said that the civilian rule
in the country since ten years
ago has not made an appreci-

" able impacttochange the trend.

* Meanwhile, the NMA boss
alerted the Federal Government
of his association’s move to
soon embark on industrial action
should the later failed to honour
agreement reached with the
body after the July 18 expiration
of an ultimation given to the
government;

He explained that the
Association has deliberately
allowed peaceful dialogue to
continue in order to avert a fur-
ther worsening of bad health
indices in the country.



