Police, students clash in Saki town

From BAYO AKAMO
Ibadan.

HELL waslet loose in the
ancient town of Saki in Oyo
state as students and the po-
lice were engaged in a bloody
clash following the death of
six_persons including three
students of the Polytechnic,
Ibadan (Saki campus) in an
auto-crash .

New Nigerian gathered that
the bloody clash took place
late Tuesday when a commer-
cial bus said to be travelling
to Saki from Lagos was in-
volved in an auto crash as a
result of an alleged shooting

of the driver of the bus by one -

of the policemen on a road-
block to the town.

It was learn t that the driver
was said to have died immedi-
ately lost control of the vehi-
cle resulting in a-fatal crash
during which five of the pas-
sengers in the commercial bus
including three students of the
Polytechnic lost their lives.

The commercial vehicle
was said . to ' have
summersulted ‘many times
before ending in one of the
ditches along Saki road.

Sources
stressed that few minutes af-
ter the ghastly accident, news
filtered into Saki township

in the town’

with students of the Poly-
technic trooping out~to pro-
test the alleged shooting of the
driver by the police.

The protest, it was gath-
ered, continued till Wednes-
day with the police and the
students engaging in serious
bloody clash which has al-
ready left scores of people in
the town injured.

New Nigerian gathered that
the students during their pro-
test sacked the police station
in the town which led to fur-
ther violence that spread
around the town forcing
shops and markets in the town
to be closing down. -

Our sources said the police

allegedly fired into the airto’

scare the rampaging students
a development which the
source stressed made people
in the protest area to flee their
various homes for safety.

As at the time of sending
this report, it was learnt that
the students and the police
were still fighting in some
parts of the town.

Contacted for comment on
the incident, Oyo State Com-
missioner of Police, Mr.
Jonathan Johnson said that he
was in Abuja for an official
function and could not con-
firmthe incident.

But the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police, Mr. Tunji
Caulcrick when contacted
confirmed the incident saying
the police “is presently inves-
tigating the matter”’

The Deputy POllCC Com-
missioner declared that the
fracas was as a result of an
auto-crash on the Saki road
which was allegedly caused
by the police.

According to him, reports
from Saki said that policemen

allegedly caused an accident
when they were pursuing a
vehicle conveying students.

Mr. Caulcrick however
added that the authenticity of
the reports could not be con-
firmed, saying that investiga-
tion into the incident was con-
tinuing.

He noted that the reports
the police command received
said that only four people had
died so far in the crisis.

GSS-Fadankaje gets n

IN its continued efforts to
compliment government’s
efforts in education devel-
opment, the Parents Teach-
ers Association, (PTA),
Government Secondary
School Fadan Kaje has pur-
chased a power generating
set woth #} million for the
school.

Speaking during the com-
missioning ceremony at the
school premises at Fadan-
Kaje in Zangon Kataf Local
Government Area of Kaduna
State, the Director, Zonkwa
Education Inspectorate Divi-
sion, Mrs. Habeba Zakka
commended the efforts of the

PTA, regretting however,

that politicians do not give
the educational sector the
desired attention in terms of
funding and supervision.

In his speech, the princi-
pal of the school, Mr. Tambari
Tiokpak thanked the PTA for
employing and paying the
salaries of teaching staff and
three security guards saying,

‘the PTA was alive to its re-

sponsibilities.

He appealed to the asso-
ciation not to relent in its ef-
forts directed at raising the
dwindling standard of educa-
tion, as Government alone can
not shoulder the responsibili-
ties.

Speaking earlier, the PTA
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