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2 kllled in mllltants’
‘attack on police

From ANDREW ISIBOR
Port Harcourt

THE militdrit in the Niger
Delta-at ‘the. ](end killed
two personls nd wounded
, hen they at-
tacked two Poﬁce'statlons in
the heart of Port Harcourt,
Rivers State;- -

The militants burnt down
seven police vehicles. at the
Central Police Station and the

state CID where they stormed
and released 21 suspects in- -

chiding one Soboma George de-
tained in the cell by the police.

* Several other vehicles and:
‘shops at Sokoto Stieet where
the two police stations are lo-

cated were damaged by the mili-
tants numbering over 50 and
armed with sophisticated
weapors. . '

‘An eye witness account said
the militants came to Port
Harcourt waterfront in over
seven out-board engine boats
and trekked over. three

kilometers to get to the police ~
stations sharing the Same~

premises - .. -
New Nzgertan leamt that the
militants used grenade, guns
and’ dgfnamnte durmg the op-
eration whlchtaswd about four
hours. thhoutlresnstance

stations

their leaders, who was, beihg'

detained by the pohce P
Speaking to newsmen in

Port Harcourt, yesterday, the

state Commissioner of police,

Mr. Felix Ogbaudu confirmed

the attack on'the two police
stations by the militants and

described the incident as un-
-fortunate.

* Ogbaudu said the militants
used scphisticated weapons

~and could not be challenged,
* adding that the police ex-
~changed gun shots with the

militants before they stormed
the police stations.

The police boss asserted:

that Soboma George was’ar-

rested and .detained by the:
police fora trafficoffence, add- -
ing that the state Police (;mh

mand would mak;cffm‘ts to
re-arrest the Zlfsuspects re-

leased by heé militants.

‘Ogbaudu called for coopera-

~tion from members of the pub-

lic in combating the militants,
adding that “combating the-

-militants is a collective respon-

sibility of the society and not
the police alone.” "
Meanwhile, the Movement

for the Emancipation of the

Niger Delta (ME

- claimed responsibility or the
attack. :
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