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Mothers protest in Lagos

From RAYMOND
TEDUNJAYE, Lagos

MOTHERS in Lagos last
Thursday staged a protest over
a missing two-year-old child,
Adeola Akinware, a pupil of St.
Saviour’siSchool in Ijegun,
- Tkotun, aljeging the propri-
_etress of .the school, Mrs.
Beatrice Buwah of conspiracy
over the disappearance last
month.

The mothers, numbering
about 50 also accused the po-
licemen at Ikotun area of illegal
detention of the missing child
parents on the order of the
school proprietress for some
hours before release on June
2,2006. '

During the prbtest to the
Lagos State Government Sec-
retariat, Alausa, the mothers
under the aegis of Concerned
Mothers, urged government to
hurriedly wade into the mat-
ter, as they were not satisfied
with the way it was being han-
dled by the Nigerian Police.

The mother of the missing
child, Mrs. Josephine
Akinware noted that her daugh-
ter, Adeola, disappeared from
the premises of the school and
all efforts to locate her had
proved abortive.

According to her, the pro-
prietress of the school, Mrs.
Buwah ordered hersclf and hus-
band arrested by the police for
daring to ask for their daugh-
ter’s whereabouts.

She said they were able to
secure their freedom from the
Tkotun Police Station from

where the matter was subse-
quently transferred to the Tkeja
Headquarters and subse-
quently re-assigned to the
Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment, Panti, Lagos.

According to Akinware, the
security personnel in the
school affirmed that the child
did not leave the school
premises adding that it was not
the first time a child would get
missing from the school.

She however appealed, “The
state government should
please help me look for my
child. I don’t have the money
and the contacts to prosecute
the case in court. I have worked
with the school for 13 years.
Last year, it was a nine-year
old that got missing, my child
was seen around 3.15pm on
that day, she got missing be-
tween 3.15pm and 4.30pm.”

Counsel to the family of the
child, Mr. Marc-All Adudu
noted that the family was more

“interested in getting justice

through a thorough investiga-
tion, which would lead to the
whereabouts of the child rather
than hurriedly proffering
charges against some persons.

Adudu noted that there was
a lot to be unraveled because
of the antecedents and the sud-
den disappearance of the child.

He stressed that the re-oc-
currence of the heinous act
within the school was what
provoked the Concerned
Mothers to stage the process.

The counsel remarked, “The
continuous existence of this

kind of act besmacks the gov-
ernment’s, noh-governmental .
organization, agencies, and
bodies desires to stamp out
kidnapping, child trafficking,
child labour, rituals and cult-
ism from the society.” he said.
Proprietress of the School,
Mrs. Beatrice Buwah declined
a telephone interview.
However, all efforts to get
the police Public Relations
Officer, Mr. Olubode Ojajuni
proved abortive as when con-
tacted on phone, he was said
to be in meeting with his boss.



