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Two Dead, 20 Injured in Community Crisis 
No fewer than two persons have been reported dead in an intra-
community clash at Ofeme-Ohuhu in Umuahia North Local Government 
Area, which has left 20 people with various degrees of injury and 50 
families made refugees in neighbouring communities. 
 
The cause of the crisis, which started last Friday, our source gathered 
was as a result of disagreement between the leaders of the community 
and the youths over leadership matters. An eye witness account 
reported that both those who died and the injured were allegedly hit 
from by sporadic shooting of the men of the joint military and police 
patrol in the state, who were invited by one of the men involved in the 
crisis When Governor Theodore Orji visited the community to see 
things for himself, he was alarmed by the wonton destruction of 
property in the community. 
 
Commenting on the cause of the crisis, the governor said that 
government will only give staff of office and recognition to traditional 
rulers who have the support of their people, rather than those who 
impose themselves on the people and urged the people to remain calm 
and go about their normal businesses without fear as no meaningful 
development can take place in an atmosphere of violence and 
destruction. 
 
Chief Orji commended the out-gone transition chairman of Umuahia 
North, Chief Dickson Nwosu, for his timely intervention which arrested 
the situation. Earlier in their speeches, president general of Ofeme 
community, Chief Mike Ibebunjo, and the village head, Chief Steven 
Kanu, alleged that the problem was between Umuezike community and 
Chief Emenike Mbaraonye, who had tried to impose himself on the 
community as village head. 
 
They disclosed that Chief Mbaraonye arrested and detained many of his 
kinsmen in the police station over the problem that started many years 
ago and called on government to come to their rescue. 
 
Also, spokesmen of the displaced people, Chief Emenike Mgbaronye 
and Chief Oliver Eze, had while speaking with newsmen, called on the 
state and local governments to come to their aid to save the 
community from further destruction of lives and property and break 
down of law and order. 
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The displaced people, who thronged the council headquarters last 
Tuesday, lamented the situation they found themselves in, saying they 
have no place to live. When contacted, the former transition committee 
chairman of the Umuahia North local government, Chief Dickson 
Nwosu, decried the development and called on the people of Ofeme to 
avoid crisis, but to embrace peace through dialogue in the community. 
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Police Arrest Arms Supplier to Militants 
The Zone 9 Police Command Headquarters, Umuahia, has nabbed a 
man who allegedly supplies explosives and ammunition to the ethnic 
militia within and around the Niger Delta area. 
 
According to a release from the Assistant Inspector General of Police, 
AIG, Zone 9, Yakubu Mohammed, the suspect, one Okechukwu Nwaogu 
of Ntingha-Uzor, Obingwa Local Government Area of Abia State, 
residing at 13 Ubani Street, off Port Harcourt Road Aba, was accosted 
by men of the command while driving a Mercedes Benz 200 flat boot 
with registration number CA 114 ENU on the 5th of September. 
 
Upon searching the vehicle, the following items were recovered; two 
thunder flash T68 explosives, one Peryco Calibre 38-380 automatic 
pistol with two rounds of 38 live ammunition and 320 rounds of 7.65 
live ammunition. The suspect, who has, according to the police 
statement, confessed of being a regular supplier of explosives and 
ammunition to militants within the Niger Delta area, is equally 
suspected to be one of the arms racketeers through whom 
sophisticated arms and ammunition also get to robbers. 
 
The statement further said the Bomb Disposal Unit (BDU) in Enugu has 
been contacted to examine and detonate the sophisticated explosives 
while the suspect will appear in court as soon as investigations are 
completed. Also recovered in the police crackdown are two Mercedes 
911 trucks with registration numbers Ebonyi XA DRR and Delta XA 571 
SLK, fully loaded with drums of condensate, a product used in 
adulteration of petroleum products. 
 
Drivers of the vehicles are helping the police in their investigations. 
The command also arrested one Emeka Ikpo of 26 Faulks Road, Aba 
and Onuwa Dumukuru of 53 Okpu Umuabo Road, Aba for car 
snatching and forgery. 
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