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Three Naval officers, 42 others
~die in auto, boat accidents

* Two officers, one Youth Corps member missing

Mazda bus marked KJAS11YF humanitarian exercise in the riv-
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Precious Igbonwelundu,
Elo Edremoda, Warri, Musa
mar Bologl, Abujaiand
Udeh Onyebuchi, Lagos

idesaid. .

stated that the victims’ re-
ains had been deposited at
asarawa Hospital in Kano.
Spokesman - for the Traffic

-Compliance and. Enforcement

| Thadan E tate
_m,&__E_xnlgsyy tate__Corps (TRACE)

in Ogun State,
Babatunde Akinbiyi, said the
accident occurred at about 8:30
p.m. on Friday at Ome Bﬁ(}fe’
Awa, along fj'ebu-Ode—lba an

-highway in fjebu North

P OL A‘ ' " i .
[\ Six ns - three personnel
ivilians attached to

Government Area. 4.
He stated that the lone crash

G involved a Mitsubishi bus,
Mwmm&@ marked EJ829-LSR, which was
‘ fora _ conveying 15 passengers at the

i at e.
—renkoke,—Warri—South .%e_st __ According to Akinbiyi, seven

_council area of Delta State
g The Zaria-Kano  high-way
*accident occurred at war
o in Dakatsalle, around
8: yesterday. It involved
a heavy-duty DAF truck and a
commercial Toyota Hiace pas-
sengerbus” "t T
RSpgkgfman C:f -the - Federal
03 , As-
sistant C?J?ps mmse-
Ogungbemide, said pre-
E&Smryinvesﬁg ions revealed
that the crash was “caused -by

route violation om the of the
commercial Toybta Hiace Bus
driver.” 1

1 P i gy
trav: tr:
regulations and \drove against
traffic flow”, ing in a fatal
head-on collisiont with the on-
coming

"ReEenably, out of the 24
ofin;{)lvedmﬂwcrash,_a
i persons—compris-
-|-ing 19 male adults and two fe-
‘male adults — were killed in the

| ‘crash, while the remaining three

t | ‘were rescued . with injuries,”

were male and
- —-gers_died. Three others were

i , while a toddler and one _ the General Hospital in Bada

Bada,

female passen-

adult escgpede]unhurt. %,

He said preliminary findings
indicate thgt over-speedingl:ngd
wrongful overtaking led to the
accident.

“Eyewitnesses said the driver
wrongly overtook another ve-
hicle at high speed and could
not regain control after noticing
an oncoming vehicle, The driv-
er veered off the road, hit an

-abandoned ' gravel pile beside

the bridge, and plunged the ve-
hicle intgo the x?\lrer,sedAkm' biyi
lained.
said ﬁ-xce)geceased'wem tak-
en to ljebu-Ode General Hospi-
tal’s morgue, while the uqosuxgd
were also being treated at the
same facility. )
gema\The hgxs ﬁte T(LMI‘MA
a| t Authority,
Elnhrector of Pubhtég&m a.m;
ightenment, | iq.. Ade-
bayo,- said the 'Laj fmqat:r:idmt
occurred at Atyra‘Bus Stop near
before dawn.
Adebayo said the accident in-
volved a 16-seater commercial

and a DAF truck, marked - erine community.
T 'TI4636LA. : s ’I‘hevmelwasmgo_mdxym_ .
.+ “The tragic accident instantly  veying 15 people — nine serving - ¢
claimed thelives of eight passen- ~ Navy mﬂ)e_laxdmcﬂm,
, including the driver of the inclu National Youth Ser-
e uctlt:)r'Bad e ‘f;looe Forward Operating Ba;e
a somber over the Bada m
P 4 (FOB) Escravos, to their hotel ac-

axis and leaving the communi?'
in profound mourning and col-
lective grief,” Adebayo said.

He said LASTMA operatives,
officials of the Federal Road
Safi
the Police at Morogbo Division

commodation in Arunton com-

munity, when it sank.

It was gathered that the Ni-
gerian Navy’'s swift search and

Commission (FRSC), -rescue team recovered 12 per-

sons from the waters, six, out of

and soldiers from 244 Battalion whom three were serving naval

of the Nigerian Army, Ibereko
Barracks, coordinated the rescue
operation.

"Their timely intervention led
to the successful extraction of
eifght surviving passengers, all
of whom sustained varying de-
grees of trauma. These casualties
were immediately evacuated to

in egn ;RSC vehicle Pﬁg{ critical
medical attention. iminary
investigation revealed that the
driver of the commercial bus
lost control while navigating at
a perilously high speed% leading
to a collision with a DAF truck.
The resultant impact was de-
scribed as cataclysmic, leaving
little chance for evasion or sur-
vival for several occupants of
the bus,” he added.

In Warri boat mishap, the boat
identified as “EPENAL Gun-
boat DE 24, capsized on Thurs-
day at about 7:45pm at position
LAT 05° 36408N / LONG
005° 11.982E,” directly in front
of Chevron Nigeria' Limited
(CNL), claiming six lives.

Lieutenant D. K. Nehemiah,
Sub-Lieutenant Kwala, and
Miss Uche, a corps member, re-

ned missing as of the time
of filing the report with rescue
- efforts still ing

The sad inci entc.)oiamedjust'

after the naval team wrapped
uPtheﬁnstdayoflhetwo-day

—Officer Abolarinwa;~

personnel and the other three

were civilians, were confirmed

dead by CNL's clinic Chief
Medical Officer on duty, when
tt}sy were rushed there for first
aid.

As of Friday morning, divers
had recovered the bodies of
Commander JO Eidan%bfaPetty

Seaman Tena, Miss Chinenye
SC member), Miss Dorcas

NYSC member) and Master
tin t driver).

The !\S::f medica)l team had
earlier, on Thursday, been re-
ceived warmly at Okerenkoko
community hall, Gbaramatu
Kingdom, where the 'Com-
mander of NNS Delta, Com-
modore Abdulazeez Zubairu
(represented by Navy Captain
Ayi Archibong, Executive Offi-
cer NNS Delta), had reaffirmed
the Navy’s commitment to na-
tional security gnd community
engagement.

e free medical outreach—
held in collaboration with
EMT Foundation— was part of
- N;vy’ Delta San

under Operation Lan- |
% 11, as directed by the Chief of ;.

aval Staff, Vice Admiral E;,mvl
manuel Ikechukwu Ogalla. / [
. Despite the unfortunate
dent, the outreach was conclud-
ed on Friday, amidst a gloomy
atmosphere.
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