IX persons were killed in
renewed attacks in Marit

= ties of Barkin Ladi Local Gov-
on-

the_ 5

red e gunmen stormed the
eat, | communities and shot sporad-

injured.
pa<g Be .six_farmers T
ere shot dead by suspected

ically, leaving many persons

From Kolade Adeyemi, Jos
and Uja Emmanuel, Makurdi-

Yo Chuwan%0
The council boss condemned
the attacks.
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he | airman, Barkin Ladi Local
ira | Government Area, Stephen
as | Pwajok Gyang, confirmed the
rt- | incident in a statement signed
on | by his Press Secretary, Mercy

-

Ibiyemi ... yesterday.

en_in Iwendyer,Jombo — —During a visit to those in-

m
ﬁ@md atthe Barkin Ladi Gener-
et Area, Northwest Senato-—al Hospital, Pwajok expressed

ess over the resurgence of
violence, especially when the
local government ‘is working
to promote peace and stability.
Pwajok acknowledged the ef-
forts of vigilantes and security

2 killed in Plateau, Benue

-ermment Area of Plateau State _sArmy raises alarm of influx of cattle into Plateau.

agencies in maintaining law
and order. He urged them to
be more proactive in prevent-
ing further attacks.

%’he attacks in Benue took
place in Kurudu and Chilla
communities about 9pm on
Monday.

An eyewitness,Terna Amee,
who escaped from the attack-
ers, told The Nation that there
had been rumours of an attack
for over three weeks

“We reported to security
agencies who assured us that

*Commissioner for Police Oyo Sfae, Johnson Adenola (left) presenting a chequeto arelative of the
deceased officer, Taiwo Lawson, at the Presentation of cheques to rélative of the deceased officers of

Nigerian Police Force in Ibadan. With them is the Pension Officer, Oyo State Police Command, D. O.
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nothing would happen. How-
ever, on Monday night armed
herdsmen stormed our com-
munities, killed six persons
unchallenged and escaped.”

Tombo Ward has been under
herdsmen attacks and killing
for 20 years .

Logo Divisional Police Sta-
tion in Ugba, confirmed the
incident and said investiga-
tion had started.

Meanwhile, the General Of-
ficer Commanding GOC 3 Di-
vision of the Nigerian Army
and Commander Operation
Safe Haven (OPSH) Maj.-Gen.

inlola has stressed the
need for reinforce communi-
ty-based conflict resolution
mechanismes.

Gen Oyinlola said the call
had become necessary in view
of the farming season with po-
tential for clash between farm-
ers and herdsmen.

Gen inlola, who strted
this at the critical stakehold-
ers’ meeting in Barkin Ladi
Local Government of Plateau,
also expressed concern over-
the influx of cattle into the
locality.

According to Gen Oyinlola,
“While celebrating this {g:f-
ress made in Barkin 1;

- we must face the unfolding

realities in the local govern-
ment area. I must express the
concerns of security agencies
about recent developments
in parts of Barkin Ladi Local
Government Area. In par-
ticular, there is the growing
unease about the influx of
large number of cattle into
farming communities. While
the movement of livestock in
Barkin Ladi and indeed Pla-
teau State is not unusual, the -
scale and timings of these in-
flux raises legitimate security
concerns.” -



