
Lagos probes maternal death, vows
justice for victim, family

The Lagos State Government on Saturday expressed sadness over the tragic death of a pregnant woman, Mrs.
Folajimi, in Lakowe, Ibeju-Lekki.

Public outrage followed the incident allegedly involving a birth attendant and a private healthcare facility that
denied the woman care due to a lack of financial deposit.

Responding to the incident,  the Commissioner for Health, Prof Akin Abayomi said the Lagos State Government ”
is conducting a thorough investigation to examine the circumstances surrounding the death. The Lagos State
Ministry of Health, in partnership with the Health Facilities Monitoring and Accreditation Agency (HEFAMAA), has
formed a panel to uncover the details and identify any breaches in medical care standards. Initial investigations
suggest that multiple parties, including a traditional birth attendant and the private hospital, were involved and are
currently being interviewed.”

‘the statement read in part: ‘On behalf of Governor Babajide Olusola Sanwo-Olu and the entire health family, I
extended heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family affected by this tragic loss. No one should die during
childbirth.
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”The investigation focuses on several critical areas: verification of the registration status of the individuals and
facilities with HEFAMAA, compliance with approved scopes of practice, adherence to emergency medical
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protocols, and identification of any negligence that contributed to the incident. A report from the panel is
anticipated soon, and those found responsible will face legal consequences.

”We also wish to reiterate that no healthcare facility is permitted to deny emergency care to any patient, especially
in life-threatening situations. It is a breach of medical ethics and regulatory obligations, and such acts will be met
with strict penalties. We are also using this opportunity to reiterate the government’s position in enforcing
compliance and regulation of nursing homes and Traditional Birth Attendants (TBAs) as a holistic strategy to
strengthen the healthcare system.

”The public is encouraged to report any healthcare facility that is not registered with HEFAMAA or is practicing
beyond its accredited capacity, emphasizing the importance of using government-approved institutions for medical
care. To enhance oversight, the government is intensifying monitoring efforts across all health establishments,
ensuring they adhere to quality and safety standards.

”In conclusion, the Lagos State Government extends its condolences to the Folajimi family and reaffirms its
dedication to preventing similar tragedies in the future while fostering a safer healthcare environment for all
residents.”


