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X Six NNPCL officials aboard

chopper that crashed into ocean

ontinued from pago 1
reau (NSIB), the Nigerion Civil
Aviation Authority, and other
relevant agencices.

“The  President  condoles
with the Board and staffl of
Nigerion National Petroleum
Company SNN[’(‘.) and  the
families of all those who were
confirmed o have  passed
away in the accident,

“President Tinubu fervently
prays that the Almighty God
will grant elernol rest 1o the
three departed souls ind com-
fort their familics.”

The NNPCLL said search
and rescue operations com-
menced  almost immediately
after the acciden,

lis  spokesman,  Olufemi
Soneye, said the public oil fiem
enpaged the helicopter  with
"its staffers on board.’

Soneye offered prayers for
the passengers, the crow, and
their familic

He said: “There were eight
persons on board - six passen-
gers and two crew members,

“The appropriale authori-
ties have been contacled, in-
cluding the Ministry of Avia-
tion, who have since issued a
press stalement, Search and
rescue missions are currently
ongoing, So far, three bodies
have been recovered,

"We shall continue to mon-
itor the situation and provide
repular updales as the eventls
unfold. Our prayers are wilh
the passengers, crew, and their
respective families af this very
difficult time, We assure you
that we will continue daing
everylhing possible lo support
the ongoing search and rescue
operalion,”

.

Pilot’s body moums
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il statement,  NAAPE

mourned the passing of Du-
whom il l!l'-;;‘f‘ﬁwtl 0y_Q

seasoned helicopler pilot with

more than 20" years of Tlying

nowledpe, 7

It called on the povernment
and slokeholders 1o alwayn
“targel zero for accidonts” -
cause of the catostrophie no-
ture of pir erashes.”,

A slatement by the gusoc.
ation's President, Abednepo
Galadion, on the accldent
rarlly reads: “More saddening,
4 thid the caplain on lmun\:
Capl Yakubu ]l)nknn, I 0 neo-
soned helicopler pllot willy
maore thim 20 yeaps [1 Ingy ox-
perience and antil lllf}: unfor-
tunate accldent, win the Viee
President of our great unlon,

“"We  have nﬁwnyu maln-
talned that e operatin } Lon-
ditions in the aviation jndus.
1:'{ st alwayn be optinal foy
oll professionnly for (he nnlel
af all, knowing thal e Iy 1o
parklig space up there,

“Weaall o (he povern-
ment and all stokohalder, 1o
wlways ensure thit In all ey
operations, they Larget zova for
accldents becaune of the ealg-
nlmu}llrnuulru ol alr eranhen,

“We also call on all relovan
ngenclen o ensure no alonwe In
lolt unturned in unearthing
the mmediote wid - remuol
cousen of thiv tragle occurrsnce
and all the measures required

to be put in place Lo forestall
any further occurrence.

"“Our prayers are with all
families whose beloved ones
were on board.”

The Nation learnt that im-
medintely after the crash, the
Nigerian Navy deployed one
of its helicopters wilh cle-
ments of its special forces to
the scene, but bad  weather
forced them Lo make a detour,

Surface vessels were then
deployed by the Navy 1o lo-
cote the helicopter and possi-
bly rescue the remaining vie-
lims,

No  Emergency  Locator
Transmiller (llf ) signal was
received from the chopper, a
development that led 1o the
use of manual |11.1‘pping “lo
plot the location of the acci-
dent”

Aviation and  Aerospace
Development Minister 5-
tus Keyamo said the Nigerion
Scarch and Rescue Unil, the
Nigerian Civil Aviation Au-
thority SNCAA), the National
Safely Investigation  Bureau
(NSIB), and oather relevant
agencies were mandated o
immediately carry out search
and rescue efforts,

Keyamo added in a slate-
ment by his media  aide,
Odutayo Oluseyi, that the
support - of  “neighbouring
acrodromes” was also soughl,

He saick: “While no Emer-
wney  Localor Transmitter
hil.’l% sipnal  was  received,
manual efforts to plot the loca-
tion of the accident are under-
way, and all available resource-
es, including the military and
low-flying atreralt, have been
deployed 1o assist in locating
and reseuing any survivor(s),

“So far, tree bodios have
Been recovered

Thespokesperson for NSI,
Bimbao Oladeji, conlirmed the
ngency hadl commenced an in-
vestigation into the accident,
She added that the helicopter
lost contactwith air traffic con

“ trollers around 10:52 am.,

Caplain Alex Badeh ., di-
rector-peneral of  the NSIB,
.-iym|n|t11i:u-|| with the tamilies
ol the viclime,

“Our thouphts and prayers
are with e Lanibios aflected
Uy (his traggic incident. We are
Iullyt'ummlllwlImmm\'--rin',
the circamstances nnrmum!
In']', this aceident,” he said.

imtwind - Avlation, which
also empathised with familios
of the victime, revealed (that
“ldentilication procedures ane
l'urrwn.IIPv undenvay,

“The bodies of three of hose
on board have been recovered
thun oy, angl identifleation
procedures are currently un-
dorway, Seacl nnd rescoe up-
eratlonn wre cirrently angoing
for Al remnining “individy-
uln't" [Uwalel I a statenient,

Ourthoughin we wilh
e families and loved ones
allocted |\:¥ this untortunate
Ineldem, W undvetond thin
I neredibly iftieqlt il
un".-'clmm e for thom,

Oy ledleated teany [y pro-
viding divec| support to the
famitlon, mil e will continue
o upddnto thom gy e ecelve
contlme) Informatlon,”  (lye
company adde), '
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