181 died in Jig

GAWA State Governor

Umar Namadi yesterday _|

said—181—people died, fol-

wing the October 15 tanker

explosion irrhis state. -

According to him 80 peopl
are still hospitalized. 210 fami-
lies were affected.

Namadi gave these figures
to State House reporters after
meeting with President Bola
Ahtnec? Tinubu.

The govemnor said he was
at the State House to welcome
the president back from his
annual leave and to brief him
on the sad development.

“Ifeltit is important to come
and brief the president on
what we are doing as govern-
ment and also thank him for
sending a delegation immedi-
ately the incident happened.

“This action taken by Mr
President has been appreciat-
ed by the people of Jigawa.

“So, 1 felt I should come to
thank him for doing that, and
also to brief him on the situa-
tion; where we are and what
we are trying to do,” said Na-
madi.

He said that the state gov-
ernment had paid the medical
bills of all the people hospital-
ised and carried out a lot of in-
terventions to bring succour to
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From Bolaji Ogundele, Abuja
and From Fanen lhyongo, Kano

the affected families.
“Mr President has promised
tp intervene and assist the vic-

tims.

“The state government
has already established a
high-powered committee,
headed by a retired DIG, to
find out the remote cause and
advise the government.

You should also remember

that Mr President gave a direc-

ePresident Tinubu (right) with Governor Namadi ...yesterday.

tive immediately to the Corps
Marshal of the Federal Road
Safety Commission (FRSC)
to investigate the matter and
come up with a permanent
solution to this problem (tank-
er explosions) in the country,”
he said.

Saudi condoles
with Nigeria
The Embassy of the King-

dom of Saudi Arabia has
conveyed its heartfelt condo-
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lences to the Federal Repub-
lic of Nigeria in the wake of a
devastating tanker explosion
that occurred in Jigawa State,
claiming numerous lives and
Jeaving many others injured.
An  official statement,
}signed by Mohammed Alsa-
i Saudi press Attache and
made available to newsmen in
Kano, expressed sympathy for
the victims of the tragic inci-
dent and extended its deepest
condolences to the families of
those who lost their lives.
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