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From Ernest Nwokolo, Abeokuta

State Poli
Ogun State Police and Joseph Eshanokpe
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LPresidential Library Q_.QE__JE -
Ahenkura,..Ba.ba.{'i aule, was__
killed by lion in his care

The hocofaing tacident |

. ent hap- _and that the big cat attacked
lous day in _tlge __him while trying to feed it,
ade old zoo. ‘%'%_jn.g_bimby_t ezneck and_
ed seven months  inflicting grave injuries, re-
a similar i in Feb-
this year, when a nine- _wards

victim was an indigene of Bau- -
chi State. 5

The victim, Omolola added,

Awolowo University (OAU), _to secure the locks and bar-
Ile-Ife, Osun State zoo killed _ ricade the lion’s house before™
its handler during feeding, approaching the cage to feed ~

cti , “the animal The remais of the-
-a-Veterinary Technologist; was _zoo worker have been evacuaf-
said—to-have been in charge edtothe morgue to Jjaiye Gen-

institution’ i i ile the wild

n-10-years— lion was sent to sleep through
The s[s)pokesman for the Ogun  shooting to let go its grip on
State Police Command, Super- the handler.

intendent of Police, Omolola  The police spokesperson said:
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Lion kills handler at Obasanjo Presidential Library zoo

“A deadly incident involving a
wild animal attack has been
reported by the Area Com-
“mander Metro on September
28; 2024, -about 7:40 hours by
the Chief Security Officer of

y_aiﬁ__cifx)lae_.a__lm,.h.an_dle;rjfOluse%“ﬁ Obasanjo Presiden-

" tial Library, who informed the
Divisional Police Officer that a
35-year-old man named Babaji
Daule from Bauchi State, who

lion at the Zoological Garden
in OOPL Abeokuta, tragically

= lost his life.

“It was discovered that the
lion handler carelessly ne-
Elected to secure the locks and

arricade the lion’s enclosure
before approaching the cage

. to feed the animal.

“This negligence allowed the
lion to escape and attack the
handler, resulting in fatal inju-

ries to the handler’s neck and
eventual death.”

Also, the park’s management
in a statement said the incident
occurred when some guests
arrived after the park’s closing
hour.. " |

And deferring to them, the
zookeeper agreed to feed the
lion in its inner enclosure and
met his end. :

“The zookeeper, feeling com-
fortable with the animal; left
the safety gate open and pro-
ceeded to feed the lion. He was
attacked and killed on the spot.

“To prevent further mutila-
tion of the body, the animal
was put down immediately by
personnel of the park. .

It is important to state that
thlS. activity fell completely
outside the” standard feeding
routine of the park.

“Investigations have begun
and the matter has since een

reported to the police for thejy
Investigation.” -
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