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12 youths killed in IYC bloody election

> St
A e e i

N_O—m%[;_]@@ulhs
and many « ers injured
died_at_the weekend

rm_Zonal elec-

_tion of the Iljaw Youths Council

(IYC).
e election, which took place

at Abuloma, Port arcourt, Riy-

ers State, on Saturda _
suprem I as twori
cult groups fought with guns.

machetes and other weapons.

*Many others maimed, inj

From Mike Odiegwu and.

during violence that Gccurred ~ Rosemary Nwisi, Port Harcourt

were reportedly held hostage
for hours until a detachment of

security operatives arrived at
the scene.

Unconfirmed reports said the

twogroups 103t 12 youths from
both sides to the violence, add-

ing"that_many vehicles were

kubo, was seen in a viral video
dishing out concoction from a
basin to fortify youths loyal to
him.

The pro-Asari group was said
to be-working to ensure the
emergence of a chairman that
would be loyal to the governor
while others were working to

ured, vehicles destroyed

with settling the dispute be-
tween them and not deploying
it to divide the ljaw groups.

He said: “What is all this non-
sense about Sim candidates or
Wike candidates in IYC zon-
al election? These are lies and
tools of blackmail to collect
money from politicians, who

e nhered enthrone a pro-Wike chairman. lacNk self-conﬁI ngce. i
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< | butchered themin ga li 111:"( Lion was organised to elect the  who were dropping the names stop him except the governor
s YUENL EXPCUtive_committee—members  of Wike and Fugara in a matter  does not know his terrain and

It was gathered that sounds w,, concerning the IYC powers.

)- | Of gunshols AM&OUT_S fforts to hold the election last Eradiri dismissed such antics, “I don't believe Sim Fubara or
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out the day.
ilux van carrying many

cutlasses drove into one of the
areas and youths were seen
arming themselves with the
weapon and engaging in a free-
for-all.

Some leaders of the IYC, in-
cluding the President of the
group, Jonathan Lokpobiri,

It was gathered that the chair-
manshi

s later politicised as youths

Were divided into-two_groups, -

who promoted different can-
didates based on their political
divides.

Prior to the election, a freedom
fighter and former President of
IYC, Alhaji Mujaheed Asari-Do-

osition of the zone _

ike should not be exploited by
some leaders of the IYB.

He described such name-drop-
ping as “all lies”, saying some
people only depended on it to
collect money from politicians
and enrich themselves.

Eradiri said Wike singlehand-
edly made Fubara, from the ljaw
extraction, a governor and that
the Jjaw should be concerned

lowers stop these lies that have
led to the needless death of
youths.”

But the executive members
of the IYC loyal to Lokpobiri
convened an emergency meet-
ing yesterday morning and
blamed the violence on the Sec-
retary-General of IYC, Nangi
Maobuye Obu, in whose zone
the election was held.



