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Witchcraft accusations have continued to fuel
Jungle justice in Bauchi State, with elderly
women and vulnerable individuals often the
targets of mob violence. In the most recent case,
a septuagenarian, Talatu Joshua, was lynched in
Kirfi Local Government Area after being accused
of practicing witchcraft. DAVID ADENUGA
writes on the disturbing pattern.
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EN 70-year-old Talatu Joshua left her home for . |_beaten and was lying on the roadside. 3
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Catholic Church in_ ¢ Ali, Jamilu and Sama'ila. Without hesitation, I took
‘K Kirfi_Local Government_Area, Bauchi ., on my bike to the location. I had hoped to find her aliv
uttheelderls woman met her tragicend | whenIgot there, butshewasalrmd

by four young men who |  “Devastated, I immediatel lice in Kirfi
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The assailants — Rilwanu Usman, Ali Isa, lla Alhaji Marafaand ;e they were on their way.

— weére said to have ambushed theelderly. | | mg‘l:d m back medm tlI:\:Irs, vzamng for help.
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"They said they would return the next day, but by the
she'I'};:;ulcaigwasmshedﬁmheGeneralHospitalmKn'ﬁ,where et T bk Bdup,and}ubodl;ryhad

.| already started to decompose.

~ According to the spokesperson of the Bauchi State Police "lcaﬁ'ed again, asking what I should :
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command arrested suspects on March 8, J ! pnx:eedmth {

detained them at the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) | “Heartbroken, I reached out to our pastor, who came to ‘mha"w “"::nmﬁm |
fmﬁuﬂzq\mg.h = - ¢ lead us in prayers and oversee the burial rites.” ‘ Killed Samaila by hitting him witha__ |

He further t the af was reportedly tri ] 5 bkka TRE |
traditional healer’s claim that Talatu was responsible M@Admmdeofhlling; ofmms;’m‘;ﬂgm mdudmg l
illness of Ramatu Yusuf, the wife of one of the suspects. Our correspondent reports that the recent incident : his mother, twosnstu-sardtwodau

Acting on qumﬂ\eWmﬁunmd‘Mamthml& md\esmzmem, police recovered
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Narrating the incident culminated in h mother’s '~ Believi ing witchcraft and was ble Catechist of St. Benedict Catholic Church in Kurba,
_p:d.'OnMa!dlzm told me that JBWWWMIOME 1 Kirfi Local Govemnment Area, Kefas Dennis, could not
Kefas, came running to me. 726 B Abdu Lamba and Ruwa Aliyu, to carry out the killing. | +CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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* The Founder of the Advocacy for
Alleged Witches (AfAW) Dr. Leo Igwe

i | rising cases of witchcraft : enfomementdwm 2 mwewﬂlnmbesw'ngmd.dmnhe
! Meanwhile, the Chief Judge of Bauchi State, | _The Founder vocacy D This o

while on her home. The police arri ! Justice Rabi Talatu Umar, has raised the alarm | Witches (AfAW), Dr. Leo Igwe, has was as he expressed deep sorrow
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i!wmtigiﬁa\,andwokplmp}sam{witdmﬁ. describing it as a persistent | woman accused of wi describing it as people, Vvommgmdm

remains. in legal jurisprudence. an example of "the level of jungle justice in | m&care rather than violent
“The next day, the deceased” contacted | She stated this while reviewing the country.” : id: "It i unfort
the &hmmw&m;memof awaiting trial lnnWhauAg&d\at“@u‘M }grmﬁsnmsmand .
told him to proceed with the burial, assuring | inmates at Jama'are Maximum correspondent he _decried the | brally killed this AL
him there was no issue. : ional Centre during a NUUTIPIURTIIELILN absence of the state in the ives of | “rpoopie who are old deserve love
“I was the one who buried her, surrounded | two-day routine visit PRI - SVl citizens, arguing that such care from the socity they have served. and
her children and the traditional leader of | by the inistration of Justice i killings occur because people "Instead of soci ve
et : ittee, which she chai CAN(CTUIN i the law into their own | gt G SO being there for them,
“Before the burial, I personally contacted the | last month. Wuro Dangogo R ; didn't do, and end their lives in a tragic
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"Laterthat evening, I went to the police | cautioned judicial officers is very and activein the . “I¢ js heartbreaking, and
station with the deceased’s son to ask about ! agaj ining cases rela Government lives of citizens, the fears that | ing for every member of sock
the next steps, as no arrests had made. | to ing them as Area was lead to this brutal killing may | ires to old." Y
“The assured us that investigations | difficult to lacking 4 have been the aﬁa i the failure of law
were ongoing and ustobepatient mwugz.e arrested for state. ?Ma@\dﬁhaddm%&u
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e A ! review iting trial cases at : i : id: problem is not
suspects rather than detaining their family ; 1o ;,m?':ﬂ'sm.ximum UG v 2w into their own handsand | of laws but their enforcement.
members. the | Correctional Centre, Justice TR V0 (&)l resort to their own way of i accusation is a crime under
“To prevent further unrest, I urged the | (;,,.; emphasised that h IYHFRSIN making sense of this law.
community in the area to remain ;| (o4 g jons are often er fa 15N misfortune," he stated. are legal provisions against jungle -
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were arrested, When I visited the police | unless the witch confessés tobeone,” shesaid. | the firstand may not actually be the last : : sumne—do&eyo'?kem
station, I confirmed their detention." i She warned 'that ing such cases into "There has been an existing pattern where e cted recent cases

| the judical_ eystem undermine the | people find somebody whom they claim to be | Prosecutions in Kano and Cross River states
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Althogh the Bauchi State Polce ! “Judicial officérs must focus on cases with | “There has not been any effort to address | *] argely, when thes o cout
Mnmdmmmm:mmmﬁmmammmmsw the woman is brought to bear on the accused
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1 * Ezekiel Simon, 18, (right) and Lumana ﬂl: called for urgent reforms in polic
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