M]htary kills, arrests terrorists in Abuja

@ HE Defence Head-
‘quarters (DHQ) h__as_

said its onfi
trol have killed several

;mls_ts_and arrested others

—at Bwar Area Coundl in the —

Federal Capital Territory

(ECT). :
@ said the troops also killed
violent extrem-

_ists in Tafa Local Government’

——

of Niger State.

The Director Media
tions, Maj.-Gen. Edward
Buba, made this known yes-
terday while fielding ques-
tions from reporters during a

bneﬁn}g
ation reports that resi-

dents of Garam Kuduru a;nd
yuring communities in
Bwari Local Governme_nt

_tent b_andits’ attacks and kid-
na

e said: “The aim of our
ongoing operation remains

suburb says DHQ

From Musa Umar Bologi,
Abuja

unchanged; and it is to go af-
ter the terrorists wherever -
they may be hiding and de-

stroy them.

e believe that by de-
stroying them, they not
be able to carry out terror
against the citizens of this
country and we will have a
safer environment.

“From the reports we have
concerning the FCT and its
environs, as I speak to you,
operations are still ongoing
in those locations. In the last
one week, we have arrested
several of them and they are
providing us with necessary
information that will help us
in our operations.”

On civilians’ casualties re-
corded durmg operations

along Abuja-Kaduma High-
way, Buba described them as
an unforhmat;lllll'tlc:ldent that
occurs durin tary opera-
tions all ovelg the world.

He said: “What happened

on ]anuary 6 on Kaduna-Abu-
Highway was at the ter-
ronsts were

ardthey were effectively en-—

“gaged by the tre
nate g' some civilians were
caught up in the cross fire.

These are complexities of war. .

And like I said, as a military,
our aim is to go after them.
“What made them to cross,
it is because we were goin
after them and they couldn’t
remain where they were, so
the have to move out. And
e process, we still have to
engage them. We are in a situ-
ation of war. It is unfortunate

that civilians were caugh up
mthecrossﬁreButwecant
leave the terrorists, we have
to go after them and destroy
them.”

The military chief also con-
firmed that terrorists were in-
volved in mm]ng in Zamfara
State.

“On issue of Zamfara State,”
Iwantustogobacktl)our
history books and find out
what are the causes of war all
over the world? Anywhere
there is mineral deposit; peo-

le want to get that mineral.
And to get that mineral, what
do they do? They want to dis-
place the communities there
to Bgs(t) that mineral.
this happens all over
the world Ours is not differ-
ent.”

He said the military would
be more resolute in dealing
with terrorists and other crim-
inals this year.




