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Pastor Promise Fesh%ﬁiﬁ ;

children __were

Ngo Town in Andoni Local
overnment of Rivers State, _

at his five children

g victims of the
. boat acadent, which oc-
in Rivers State on Tues-__

From Mike Odiegwu, Port
Harcourt

been thrown into mourning,
following the death of about

- 20 Keople in the boat accident,

- Although details of the ac-
cident were sketchy at press
hime, it was gathered that the

were among the victims of the

boat accident, which hap-
-Bonny

—accident involved two boats.
Most of the victims were

waterways. ~
‘_MXVS?EB said his world

was finished, appealed to

Governor Siminalayi Fubara -~

and the chairman of his local
overnment, Dr. Erastus
wortu, to assist him.
Explaining the accident in a
viral video, Festus said: “I
went to celebrate Christmas
with my people. So, while re-

lurm;g' home on Jan 8,1
loaded people, whou};a?cfi no
transport fare, with my fami-
ly. Unfortunately our boat had
an accident in front of the

NG, where there was no res-
cue. About 11 people died and

the deceased were m
five rclEﬂ dren.” 4

Rivers State Government
and Andoni Council have

saxd to be fro 0 town
‘Ataba and Isiama %ommunj-

Sres i Andoni Local Govern-

L . —

ment.
Governor  Siminalayi
Fubara expressed his deepest

grief over the accident, de-
scribing it as unfortunate.

The governor, in a state-
ment signed by his Special
Assistant, Media, Boniface
Onyedi, sympathised with the
bereaved families.

He said his administration
would continue to work to
ensure safer water transpor-
tation.

He said: “I commiserate and
condole with families of the
victims of the boat accident
that led to loss of lives, and
near death experienced by our
brothers and sisters that were

e Fubara, council boss, others mourn

involved in the accident.

“It is indeed a very unfortu-
nate and sad incident and we
pray that God will give them
the strength to bear the loss
and spv('(’iy recovery to those
who survived.

“As a government, we will
continue to work to ensure
such threats against safe trav-

“eling on our seas are tackled.”

The Chairman of Andoni
Local Government, Dr. Awor-

“tu, confirmed the boat acci-

dent, saying over 20 persons
were fea);?c? dead. J

He said: “We received with
rude shock and deep pain, a
disturbing report that over 20
Persons from Andoni are

eared dead in a boat accident
involving two Andoni/Bon-
ny-bound boats, which oc-
curred within the Andoni wa-
terways on Tuesday.

“Upon receiving the sad
development, we immediate-
ly dispatched our team to join

e first responders on rescue
mission on the scene of the
accident in a bid to salvage the
situation,”

Awortu said they were

monitoring the situation to
offer further support, ”gspe—
cially to give the survivors
necessary medical attention
and recover the remains of
the dead from the sea.”

He said: “Our hearts go out
to the families and commu-
nities of victims of this disas-
ter, especially Ngo Town,
Ataba, Isiama and other com-
munities, whose loved ones
were involved in the boat ac-
cident.

“We share in their pain and
trauma, our prayers and
thoughts are with them in this
moment of grief. We will do
whatever we can as a local

overnment to reduce the

urden of grief of the be-
reaved f. les and commu-
nities.

“While we bemoan the
boat accddent, which occurred
at a time our people were still
basking in the mood of a suc-
cessful festive season in An-
doni, we call on operators of
water tion m Ando-
i to ensure strict compliance

by gers to safety rules.

“We wamn boat rators
to desist from INg on
rught journey.”




