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ave fallen into a soakaway pit he was
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e a Nla, Ajah, Lagos.
to have drawn the ire
the church of ritual killing and promptly
mobilised others to attack the Sc-.-t.ior%h }Eerd
members they could lay their hands on. A video
that went vg ymtetdayy showed the naked and
James and the church's Assistant Shepherd,
ior Evangelist Ayotunde Oladipupo, were

he death of a Hausa labo
urch to eévacuate at its
of hD]g%zsucs:laeaa;d&!e area, who accused
of the church, VSE Aso James, and other church
battered body of the Senior Shepherd. Both
said to be in critical conditions in a Lagos

hospital at press time yesterday.
e Senior She hej:'d's wife, Mrs Aso James,
who was said to have escaped the atta b}g':

whisker, however, told our reporter that
death resulted from a pure accident and
nothing to do with ritual killing. She said gl\e
deceased Dogo was a well-known face in the
S;m and until his d&aeﬂ't l:}\w‘:’as always coming
other. .
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Dogo would do the work at night, he would not
have allowed that. ) )
She said: “Thursday midnight is Celestial
New Moon Service all over the world, and it
was being conducted by the lgansh shepherds.
“We were already in New Moon -l;erd\gce
eople saw Dogo carrying a ladder
:vrguennd% arlzt because Dogo saw the church gate
ing the service.
oﬂﬂggusi the church members knew that
he was the one normally contracted to clear
soak away, he was allowed to do whatever he
do”
wagogo wz?s said to have rglaoed the ladder
inside the soakaway pit in arder to evacuate the

+Damaged building before the
roof was removed by hoodlums

dirt, but after a short while, they noticed that he
was sinking and shouting,

She said the assistant shepherd of the
church, who was with Dogo, tried to help
him out but his efforts were fruitless as
he too fell into the pit.

At that point, the Senior Shepherd
was all and he also joined in the
rescue mission and Dogo, as well
as the Assistant Shepherd, were -
eventually rescued from the pit.

Mrs James said: “It was not
only Dogo that fell into the soak
away pit; the Assistant Shep-
herd, who was curious about
Dogo's decision to clear the
soaﬁaway at midnight, stayed to
supervise him.

“The moment he
noticed that Dogo had
sunk, he entered the
soak away too to
rescue Dogo.
Unfortunately
for him, he also
fell into the soakaway.

“Immediately the shepherd was *
alerted, he stopped the service and
came to the scene of the accident.

“Unfortunately, it was difficult to
move the injured to the hospital as the
road to the church was inaccessible to
vehicles because of the rain that
damaged the road.

“They had 1o ¢z
back to the main road.

“The church boys physically carried
Dogo and the Assistant Shepherd to the
hospital.

“On getting to the hospital, the

g,

P
-

all of them on the

*VMSE Aso James
«CONTINUED ON PAGE 31



Labourer's death sparks violent at

~CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30

ﬁph_mdut_vmnﬁ:medDogodeadwhﬂe
assistant was attended to.”
Mrs James said at the ital, the Senior
Shepherd was advised to immediately
the mcdent at the nearest police station whi
&ebodvc_liht:e was taken to the
mortuary. Senior Shepherd reported the
matter at Police Station and the

im to remain at the station till
"Btnwtﬂewe&:ueatt}e ice station
making a report, ice advised us to call
&eﬁmﬂalinmins the deceased.
“We did, but the
's

“ A few minutes later, we saw a crowd with

degoamndmg&e
“All e ‘ of the
police, but the ccowd was too much for the

police tocontrol.
“Some of the dummch members § the
fence indo the bush while the told us

o run for our ves and allow him to meet the
aowd.

“The who Hausa very
well, felt he could m what happened to
the rate cvowd and the tension, but he
was

“The mob and attacked him.

“The ice tried to calm them but it
seemed rate qowd had made up their
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started vandalising the church property

setting some of the church ablaze and
battering the gl\;gr Shepherd and the church

Mrs James, who spoke amid tears,
explained that the mob invaded the church
secretary’s house and lynched the shepherd
and tary, leaving them critically injured.
She said: hke is a pathetic situation, there
was nothing il killing. Some le
S b e e S
w en use we are a
Cd&ﬁaﬁaélmm
was a known person, and m
h treated him like a brother because hg
stayed in Benue, so he understands Hausa.

mmpledl hemﬂ\m cow saw ah;rt?l;vlas what
pro to start shouting ritual. Dogo's
g‘;ﬁ }\;rsere fully intact. Noi:hﬁg,g was remo%oed

“The police witnessed that and the body
was there for le to see.
didn't die inside the soak away. He
fell inside along with another church
executive and both of them were rescued alive
before he died on the way to the hospital.”

S ing to our correspondent on the

, the spokesperson of the church,

Mr. Kayode Aja l.a,saidthatDogowasbrouilt
e

out from the pit dead. He also said
assistant shepherd who fell into the soak away
with him was in a critical condition.
jala said: “It was when they took them to

the ital that the family of Dogo said
Dogo's co should not be taken to the
mortuary; that they should bring the corpse.

“The corpse was intact He wasn't alive
when they took him out of the soakaway.

“The assistant r that was alive was
moved from the ital he was yesterday
night to another hospital. He is in bad shape.
We are praying that he survives.

“But Dogo was not alive when they
brought himout.” .

A member of the Celestial Church of Christ,

w

Overcomers Parish, Oke-Ira Nla, Ajah, Lagos,
while throwing more light on the incident in a
post on his social media handle with the name
xin_nightwolf, described the crowd that
invaded the church as “a bunch of looters that
spent two hours looting the Mission House
and stealing all electronic devices and musical

hmh-ummtsmsiﬁi;t.” )

He stated that they did not at
that, they also removed “electric cables,
slaughtered and shared the cow tied down in
the Parish premises for the Juvenile Harvest
onSunday.

Reacting to a viral video where a woman
was condemning the church, he said “the
woman in the video condemning the Celestial
Church is one of the nei around who
does not like the fact that there's a CCC.

Parish in the nei; ood...

Reacting to the reports making the rounds,
the ch on its ]ffﬁcial website adm;hsed
members of the b'cto”dlsr?rd' any other
narrative meanguto tarnish the IIBH'?:E and
image of the Celestial Church of Christ
Worldwide.”

The church explained that contrary to the
false narrative making the rounds that the
parish was burnt because the deceased's bod
was mutilated and human parts remove«i
“The deceased Hausa man known as Dogo
was quite popular in the neighbourhood and
was known for the job of evacuating overflow-
ing soakaway. He also doubled as an Okada
(commercial motorcycle) rider.

“...was contracted to evacuate the soak-
away in the premises of Celestial Church of
Christ, Overcomers Parish, and was actually
paid for the job three days before the unfortu-
nate incident.

“... Dogo, out of his own volition, chose
do the job on the night of Thursda;: st ]untg
2023. This was while the New Moon Service
L

The Shepherd in Charge of the Parish,

VSE Aso James, was busy in the inner altar as

ack on Lagos church

he was the Service Conductor.

“While carrying out the job he was
for, the deceased Hausa man, Dongo, slipped
and fell into the soak-away.

“The Assistant erd of the Parish,
Senior Evangelist Ayotunde Olag(i‘yupo, who
was ising Dogo as he carried out thejob
i i tried to rescue Dogo and in the
process, he also fell into the soak-away.

“Church members alerted by the shouts for
help abandoned fgr‘eﬁ'nem amil begémtha a
rescue operation two people that had
e Doy et evestually

ess was ev
brought out, while the unconscious body of
the i Shepherd, Senior Evangelist
Ayotunde Oladipupo, was also brought out of
the soak-away.

“The unconscious Assistant Shepherd,

Senior Evangelist Ayotunde Olam, was
rushed to the hospital, while the ki body
of Dogo was also taken to the hospital where
he was pronounced dead.
sy custody- = theof his Wlﬂ
Dogo, took is remains wi
of the body in place.
"'Hf1e Police also attest to the fact that no
o 's was i
o e,
carried out by an mob made up
of 'area boys' and Okada riders who also
attacked the Shepherd of the Parish, VSE Aso
{121';11.5’ and inflicted grievous bodily harm on

“The Hausas in the neighbourhood are
doing a house-to-house search, on a reprisal
attack, looking for Celestial Church members
with the intention to harm them. Many C.C.C.
members in the nei ood have since
abandoned their homes and gone into hiding.

“VSE Aso James (Shepherd) gnd Semor
Evangelist Ayotunde Oladipupo (ASmZ‘Slfjﬂ{“

- iv hossitalised i
critical conditions.”
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