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# lages in Mangu Local

From Kolade Adeyemi, Jos

that a search for missing per-

Government Area of Plateau

sons was ongo

te rose to 85, National Presi-
. . Mwaghavul Develop-
ment Association, Joseph

~ Gwankat, told reporters yester-

aught by armed crimi-
nals to be herdsmen
continued unabated yesterday,
pfter at least 37 people were re-
portedly killed at the wee hours
of Tuesday at 1and Kub-
wat villages in the same local
government area.
Gwankat, after a security
meeﬁn;.j at the palace of the tra-
ditional ruler in Mangu, said

Accoridng to him, several
communities were attacked si-
multaneously by suspected
herdsmen who not only killed
their victims- mostly women
and children- but also set their
homes ablaze and destroyed
their farmlands.

The gunmen, in their num-
bers, snuck up on the commu-
nities in a dawn raid, killing
helpless victims.

Most of the survivors fled
with ghastly injuries and were
receiving treatment in various
hospitals within the local gov-

ernment area.

A community leader, who

leaded anonymity, told The

ation that 30 of the victims
from Fungzai were given mass
burial. Another batch of 22 in
Kubwat and the five who died
while receiving treatment in
the early hours of yesterday

were also given mass burial at
about 3:30pm.

The survivors ed secu-
rity agencies and the govern-

ment to urgently stop the lin-
gering mséet?ﬂy inopthe local
overnment and other parts of
e state.
The sustained attacks by in-
vaders have caused villagers
to flee their homes with some

Death toll in Plateau crisis now 85, leader claims

taking refuge at Mangu, the
local government headquar-
ters.

Residents, mostly
and children in Fungzai and
Kubwat villages in Kombun
District, Mangu, left their
homes following Tuesday’s
killings in search of safety in
the local government.

One of the villagers who re-
located his families to Jos told

¢ Five suspects held ePersonnel shot in attack on troops, ®Villagers flee Mangu
EATH toll in gunmen at-
I ’acks on about eight vil-

women

‘The Nation that it was hope-

less to remain in the commumni-
ty because they were under
siege by gunmen.

B of our people have
been killed and there is no si

that the attackers will stop

killings,” he said.



